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Political Magazines 
of Interest to 
Prisoners _ 


These publications take a decidedly 
political view of the world. They should be 


of interest to any prisoner wanting more 


information about the outside world. These 
magazines usually have some content spe- 
cifically geared towards prisoners. They 
are free to prisoners. 


Arm The Spirit - Covers the militant 
revolutionary resistance from an autonomist 
perspective. Write to: Wild Seed Press, POB 
57584, Jackson Stn, Hamilton, ONT. L8P 4X3. 


Bayou La Rose - This magazine covers 
prisons, native, environmentand workplace 


‘issues. They are cutting down their mailing 


list. You should write even if you have been 
receiving it. Highly recommended. Write 
to: c/o Arthur Miller 302 N “J” St.#3, Tacoma, 
WA, 98403. — 


Breakthrough - A political journal 
published by the Prairie Fire Organizing 
Committee that takes an activist approach 
to theory. Always has interesting material. 
Write to: PFOC, POB 10422, San Francisco, 
CA 94114. 


Gay Community News- A national gay 
weekly with coverage of AIDS and prison 
themes. Has a pen pal listing. Write to: 
GCN, 62 Berkeley St., Boston, MA 02116. 


Fifth Estate is in a class of its own as an 
anti-authoritarian paper. Upon request, 
they'll send one issue, then. you have to 
confirm that you wish to continue receiving 
it. Write: POB 02548, Detroit, MI 48202. 


- The Guardian - A radical news weekly 
covering activist and revolutionary politics 
in the U.S. and around the world. Write to: 


The Guardian, 33 W. 17th St., New York, NY 


10011. 


Love and Rage - A revolutionary an- 
archist monthly with news coverage from 
around North America. Their prison cover- 
age is provided by New York Anarchist 
Black Cross. Write to: Love and Rage, Box 3, 
Prince St. Stn., New York, NY. 10012 


MIM Notes is the official newsletter of 


“the Maoist International Movement. They 


carry articles on prisons and prisoners. 
Write: MIM Notes, POB 3576, Ann Arbor, MI 
48106. 


Nommo - This is the magazine of the 
African Students at UCLA with a revolu- 
tionary perspectiveand an interestin prison 
struggle. Write to: Nommo, 112 C, 308 
Westwood Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 90024. 
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Prisoners Legal News — 


Washington State prisoners. It details re- 
cent court cases of relevance to prisoners, as 
well as informative articles. Write to Paul 
Wright, #930783, Box 5000, HC-63 Clallam 
Bay, WA 98326; or POB 1684, Lake Worth, 
FL 33460. They need donations of stamps or 
money to continue their work. 


Profane Existence - A zinc of anarcho- 
punk persuasion. Articles on anarchist 
topics and reviews of music release and 
zines. Write to: Profane Existence, POB 8722, 
Minneapolis, MN 55408. 


Resistance covers militant autonomist, 
national liberation 
struggles, feminist and anti-nuclear 
struggles in advanced capitalist countries. 


The last issue featured coverage of the Mo- 


hawk struggle. Write to: Friends of Durutti, 
POB 790, Stn A, Vancouver, BC. V6C 2N6 
Canada. 


The Shadow - An activist/anarchist 
paper based on squatters’ struggles in New 
York. Of particular interest to anyone from 
NYC, but its excitement is infectious. Write: 
The Shadow, POB 20298, New York, NY 10069. 


Featured 
Publications 


Walkin’ Steel is a newsletter de- 
voted to the abolition of Control Unit 
Prisons Published by the Committee 
to End the Marion Lockdown.(CEML) 
There is a review of the first issue in 
“National Notes”, page3. Please send 
a dollar fora copyif youcan. If you're 
in a Control Unit, get in touch with 
CEML at: Box 578172, Chicago, IL 
60657-8172. 


Of great interest to us is the re- 
vival of The Black Panther, subtitled 
a “Black Community News Service”. 
The first issue is dedicated to those 
who made the ultimate sacrifice in 
the cause of Afrikan-Amerikkkan 
national liberation. It is published by 
Black Panther Newspaper Commit- 
tees, former Panther members and 
activists, who are now located in many 
cities and states. Included in this is- 
sue is a two-page spread on some of 
the fallen comrades (to be a regular 
feature) and a long section on Politi- 
cal Prisoners and Prisoners of War. 
As of yet, they have not established a 
policy on prisoner-subs. Writetothem 
anyway. Subs are $10.00/yr. 
Write: BPNC, POB 519, Berkeley, CA 

- 94701-0519. 


“Working o 
Extend Democracy to All” is produced by 
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Wanted! 

haa 
Information leading to the apprehen- 
sion of Fugitives from Mainstream Ameri- 
can C ulture, Poad or Alive prete 





American Drop-Out Culture. | 7 


The list of likely suspects is too ong for N 


inclusion here, but if you have an interest, 
or information about the various communi- 
ties, cultures and individuals who sought 
individual or group autonomy in America 
by refusing to adapt to mainstream cultu 
write: James Koehnline, 5733 25th N_E. , Se- 
attle, WA 98105. The book will feature cs- 
says on early drop-out cultures, an exten- 
sive annotated bibliography (send in de- 
scriptions of books or essays) and original 
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or period graphics and collages. = 


National prison group promotes lit i. 
eracy and the acquisition of knowledge 
among prisoners via educational literature 
and prodding prison leaders to becomeedi- 
fying among their peers. We provide re- 
sourceful data for prisoners with AIDS; 
facilitate gay and lesbian prisoner rights to 
receive gay publications; helpcitizens better 
understand prison and its prisoners; use 
that understanding to reduce future incar- 
cerations;and much more! Write: DJA INC] _ 





Jami Naturalite (185660), P.O. Box 3003, ‘i 


Jackson, MI 49204. en 





Silvia Baraldini... 


isan Italian citizen who has lived and done 
anti-racist, anti-war political work in the 
U.S. for over 25 years, has served over eight 
years in various federal prisons. A political 
prisoner, she was sentenced to 43 years, A 


non-political prisoner in similar circum- 


stances would have received a 5-year sen- 
tence. During this time she was held for 
almost two years in the High Security Unit 
at Lexington, KY, the BOP’s experiment in 
small group isolation and sensory depriva- 
tion. While there, she contracted a deadly 
form of uterine cancer necessitating two 
operations and radiation therapy. In Sept/ 
89, her only sister was killed in an airplane 
explosion over Africa. Her mother, a widow, 
now lives alone in Rome. Under an interna- 
tional treaty, Silvia petitioned to return to 
Italy to serve the rest of her sentence in an 
Italian prison. In Dec/90, this petition was 
denied by the U.S. government, eventhough 
it was supported by top Italian politicians, 


Silvia's supporters have been cam- 
paigning to get her to Italy. For petition 
forms, or for general information contact; 
Out of Control, Box 30, 3543 - 18th St., San 
Francisco, CA 94110. | 
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Prison News Service 


_ Agencies of Repression Expose Naked Face 


_ by Bill Dunne 


The now infamous video of Los Angeles 
Police Dept. (LAPD) swine brutally mauling 
Rodney King, a motorist stopped for alleg- 
_ edly speeding, spotlighted the widespread 
___use of police violence and terrorism. Agents 
| of repression Stacey Koon, Timothy Wind, 

Laurence Powell and Theodore Brisenorained 
59 baton blows on King as wellas kicking and 
punching him and shocking and burning him 
with a Taser, an electronic stun gun. The 
beating was so ferocious that it knocked fill- 
ings from King’s teeth, shattered his cheek- 
boneand eye socket, did facial nervedamage, 

broke his leg, and caused damage to internal 
organs and a concussion so severe as to result 
in brain damage. This atrocity was perpe- 
trated in front of 12 other swine and numer- 
ous witnesses. An amateur video operator 
taped the incident and had the courage to 
make it available to the media, fortunately 
finding a representative thereof who did not 
suppress it. While the video shocked mil- 
lions, far fewer were surprised. 


The swine obviously felt they could 
commit such crimes with impunity, judging 
by their lack of-concern for the presence of 
many witnesses and other swine. It was also 
apparently nothing unusual to the other 
swine, none of whom even tried to interfere. 
The perpetrators also bragged about their 
brutality at the hospital to which King was 
eventually taken and over police radio and 
computer frequencies they knew were re- 
corded. The recordings and witnesses also 
showed they felt safe in racist attitudes, which 
motivated the at mre in part. Despite 
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filling their written reports with blatant lies. 

They said King led them on an 115 mph (184 
kmph) chase in his Hyundai, a car the manu- 
facturer said couldn’t do more than 97 (155), 
‘presumably new. The “chase” was reputed to 
have lasted 11 minutes and covered seven 
miles, an average speed of 38 mph (60 kmph). 
They said King fought, but witnesses and 
camera say he didn’t. They said it was self-de- 
fense. One of the swine said he tried to stop 
the incident; apparently by kicking King. 
Melanie Singer, the California Highway Pa- 
trol swine who, with her partner, initially 
pulled King over, stated that he was acting 
bizarrely. This behaviour amounted to “doing 
a little dance” after she'd made him put his 
hands on the roof of his car and, most threat- 
ening of gestures, “smirking”. Hell hath no 
wrath like California swine smirked. 


Once the video became public and was 


beyond suppression, the police apparatus . 


began damage control. The four swine —- who 
are still claiming that the beating was “appro- 
priate” and “reasonable and necessary” 

were indicted on felony charges, though no- 
one’s holding breath waiting for anything 
significant to come of that. LAPD Chief Dar- 
ryl Gates describes the incident as an aberra- 
tion, but according to the American Civil 


Liberties Union, numerous community » 


groups, two thirds of the people responding 
to a Los Angeles Times poll, and many verdicts 
in civil suits filed against the LAPD for brutal- 
ity, it is no aberration. Gates denies any ra- 
cism, ignoring his minion’s words (and his 
own!), but justified the police violence against 
blacks by claiming that much of the crime was 
in the black community and police were just 
trying to protect people. Even theblackswine’s 
association was not convinced by that one. 


E Gates also said, “In spite of the fact that 
[King] ison paroleand aconvicted robber, I’d 
_ be glad to apologize,” as if once one has been 
convicted of anything, she or he is forever a 
legitimate victim of any extremity of police 
ue 
| 


Other mites apologists and advocates of 
amore policed state were trotted out to muddy 


ence of what they — 
really did; the.swine felt Trp safe in 
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the issue and implicitly justify fascistic police 
tactics with the usual and mostly fake snivels. 
The poor police are under such horrible stress 
becuase all the nasties are not going to jail or 
are doing only short time when they do (1.1 


_ million prisoners notwithstanding). And they 
„are confronted with so much violence (as if 
they are shy about administering it). And 


there are assault weapons out there (though 
they do much more shooting than getting 
shot with ‘em). And there are just so many 
people with bad attitudes (as if fascism and 
oem are healthy). Etc. Ad nauseum. | 


Theestablishment media acted properly 


stops, arrests, demonstrations and other oc- 
casions as if this were a new problem. They 
didn't explain why these were suddenly sur- 
prising and big news now, especially after so 
long desensitizing the public to swinish ex- 
cesses with lots of supposedly “real life” cop 
shows in which routine barbarity toward the 
poor isthe norm and major attraction. All this 
outpouring showed anyone who didn’t al- 
ready know was that the only thing unique 
about the Rodney King-incident was that its 
extremity was so completely captured on 
video tape. 


Police brutality in Chicago, for example, 
has been almost as visible as in the King case 
even without a video tape. Jon Burge is still a 
Commander of Detectives there, a post to 
which he was promoted after having con- 
ducted and condoned torture of suspects, 
which led to widespread protest, dismissal of 
charges against some of the victims, and 
unprecedented inquiries by Amnesty Inter- 
national (see PNS #27). Prisoners under his 
new jurisdiction report similar abuses. An- 
other example of Chicago police tactics are 
the recent “drop-off” beatings of Calvin McLin 
and Joe Weaver, both of whom are black, by 
city swine James Serio and Kathleen Moore. 
The pair were driven around, taunted with 
racial slurs, beaten and dropped off far from 
their neighbourhood in front of a crowd of 
hostile whites who chased and beat them. 
This and Burge’s depredations would have 
been covered up were it not for organized 
community outcry. 


The passengers in Rodney King’s car 
were also left far from home in a neighbour- 
hood controlled by a gang hostile to the one 
dominant in their community. The tactic of 
putting officially despised people in danger- 
Ous areas where they are surrounded by 
enemies is one apparently learned from pris- 
ons where guards have long manipulated un- 
conscious prisoners into doing dirty work 
and made an art of the set-up. 


Death highlighted policebrutality in New 
York City on 5/Feb when five swine killed 
Federico Pereira, a 21-year-old found sleep- 
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ing in a stolen car. The police sought to cover 


up this event, too, with tales of Pereira’s being 
acocaine-crazed wild man the five were barely 


able to subdue, and an initial whitewash in- 
vestigation. But 12 witnesses said, on the 
contrary, that the unresisting victim was 
beaten, kicked and choked whilechained hand 
to foot on the ground, all in violation of police 
guidelines. The medical examiner found no 
trace of cocaine, no evidence of violence by 
the victim, and that the victim had been 
strangled from behind. Hence, the incident 


only came to light publicly with the 20/Mar 
_ indictment of the five swine for the killing. In 


an effort to forestall the indictment had gone 
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a false story, later recanted. This incident is of 
a pattern with the New York City police stran- 
gulation death of Michael Stewart for grafitti, 
and close range, swat team shotgunning of 
Eleanor Bumpurs, an elderly, mentally dis- 
turbed woman facing eviction. 


Innumerable examples of police brutal- 
ity have come out of prisons, some with vid- 
eos such as the gooning of a Marion prisoner 
aired on ABC-TV’s newsmagazine 20/20 in 
1988. Many other videos of grotesque abuse 
of prisoners exist, but the mainstream media 
hasn’t been troubling itself to obtain them. 


Perotti Hunger- 
strike Over 


Greeting’s from Ohio's Marion 


It took 45 days into my hungerstrike 
to finally press the Gestapo to transfer me 
up here with my Brothers — But I won. 
Thought fora minute there! wasn’t going 
to make it. | went from 234 pounds to 169 
pounds and they were going to forcefeed 
me last Monday, Apr/22/91. But they 
told me if I ate, I'd be sent here last Tues- 
day — and for once they kept their word. 


Fm still in isolation, though, at least 
untill can get aninjunction hearing sched- 
uled in Federal Court. It’s been 3 years 
now. 


The FBI came down here and inter- 
viewed the Brothers who were beaten by 
the goon squad on Feb/8/91. They're 
investigating for Civil Rights Violations. 
We all know what that will come to — 
Zero — but it should be a deterrent from 
future beatings. All the Brothers involved 

_are still back here in the Control Unit — 








Whilesome of what has been exposed through 
litigation has resulted in reforms, none has 
seriously constrained official freedom of 
brutality. Mostly swine and their masters are 
considered to be incapable of doing evil and 
speaking lies, especially to and about prison- 
ers. 


USP Marion provides a good illustra- 
tion. Brutality there has never been rare, and 


in 1983 gangs of swine elevated it to new 


heights as they slammed the whole prison 
onto a lockdown that has never ended. Yet all 
of roughly 110 instances of abuse out of the 
hundreds that occurred that were recorded in 


an avalanche of testimonial evidence were ~ 


deemed not credible. The appellate court 
described the Marion regime as “ghastly” 
and “sordid and horrible” but upheld it in its 
entirety nevertheless. And every state has at 
least one hole at least as bad. In such an at- 
mosphere, agents of oppression can do what 
they want, as street swine apparantly feel 
they can absent videos. 


As these few instances illustrate, brutal- 


ity by policeagainst poor & working peopleis 
an integral part of the U.S. apparatus of con- 
trol. The U.S. Justice Dept. reports that it 
receives about 2500 complaints of police 
brutality per year. These can only be the tip of 
the iceberg, given most victims’ knowledge 
of the probable futility of complaint & the 
number who are discouraged or satisfied at 
the local level. In the wake of the King video 
and attendant outcry, Attorney General 
Thornburgh waxes all righteous in declara- 
tions that there will be a thorough investiga- 


Ja tion of police, brutality.. The bhated iter Letehe of 


~ | sucha response is that there weren't serious 
ee m harassed them, inducing oneto tell P 


investigations before the publicity and likely 
won't be after. Supporting that conclusion is 
advocacy by the Bush administration of re- 
peal of the exclusionary rule barring the use 
of evidence tainted by police misconduct and 
its endorsement of the recent Supreme Court 
decision permitting the use of coerced confes- 
sions. Ten years ago, police brutality gener- 
ated enough heat to stimulate hearings by a 
U.S. Concessional Subcommittee chaired by 
Rep. John Conyers. It found abuses similar to 
those being exposed now, but nothing came 
of them. Nothing will come of Thornburg’s 
investigation either. oo | 


ee 

but have recovered from the beating. 
Eugene Adams has some permanent 
damage though. The ACLU is investigat- 
ing the beating also. 7 


As it stands, prisoners in the Control 
Unit are denied access to the law library, 
sick call, notary service, typists or type- 
writers, ink pens and salt and pepper for 
their needs. There are supposed to be 3 
levelsof AC, with each having more “privi- 
leges”, yet all levels are the same. Visiting 
is in a booth (non-contact) with a tapped 
telephone, prisoners are kept in leg shack- 
les, belly chain and handcuffs, and only 
permitted a single one-hour visit, per per- 
son, per month. 


FU keep you posted on future devel- 
opments here. I wanted to thank you and 
all the comrades who expressed their 
solidarity and support during my hun- 
gerstrike and for the Brothers who were 
beaten. The struggle continues. 


In Solidarity 


John Perotti 

MANCI #A167712 
POB 1368 

Mansfield, OH 44901 < 
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Judicial Aristocracy Slithers Right 


by Bill Dunne 


` 


The U.S. Supreme Court, now with a 
majority of its nine “justices” appointed to 
their current positions by cither Reagan or 
Bush, continued its. attack on civil liberties 
with some particularly egregious recent rul- 
ings. Despite the fulminations of rightists 
about judicial activism and legislation from 
the bench, this most reactionary of Supreme 
Courts has demonstrated not only an inclina- 
tion to repeal what have been recognized as 
inalienable rights with which humans are 
endowed by virtue of their creation. It has 


also moved to further authorize their with- - 


drawal by the apparatus as it deems expedi- 
ent. 


A most dangerous development came in 
the case of Arizona us. Fulminate, decided on 
26/Mar/91. Therein, thecourt said ina five to 
four decision that a conviction and death 
sentence need not be overturned if a coerced 
confession was uscd at trial as long as there 
was other evidence sufficient for conviction. 
Rhenquist, Scalia, Kennedy, O’Connor and 
Souter, the Ronbo-Bushwackers, voted in 
favor of this travesty. Previously, use of a 
coerced confession was automatic grounds 
for reversal of a conviction. Now, according 
to this decision, use of such confessions is to 
be considered harmless error. On 1/ Apr, the 
court declined to hear appeals from defen- 


dantsin New York, Louisiana, Ohioand Texas | 


raising the same issue. 


The majority’s opinion did not specify 
what “sufficient” evidence would be or how 
the impact of a confession might be separated 
from that of other evidence in the minds of 
jurors. Moreover, if prison disciplinary “due 


process” requirements are any ad ee” 3 
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ü it“eviat Wwiltsoon vb any 
evidence: perhaps as little as the word of a 
swine. Whatever other evidence exists, it will 
now be the defendant whose confession was 
coerced who hasto prove that isis not enough 
rather than the state having to proveitis. And 
appellate courts will decide rather than ju- 
rors. 


This ruling is especially ominous coming 
amid all the outcry about police brutality 
growing out of the 3/ Mar beating of Rodney 
King by Los Angeles swine on national TV, 
the 20/Mar indictment of New York swine 
for the murder of Frederico Periera, the con- 
tinuing controversy over police torturer Jon 


National Notes 


BY BILL DUNNE 


Miuitary No Heroes: The legions of 
imperialism who walked over Iraq (squish- 
ing perhaps 150,000 Iraqis in the process) are 
now strutting home to great fanfare as if they 
did something worthy of praise. They didn’t. 
They did exactly what U.S. soldiers in Viet 
Nam did: committed acts of imperialism. 
While we may understand the social and 
economic privation and disenfranchisement 
that drove many (but by no meansall) intothe 
military and that they enlisted believing they’d 
never have to do dirty deeds for the ruling 
class. But that only mitigates their crimes. 
Instead of just saying no when asked to do the 
unthinkable, they did it. Would they have to 
have done it closer to home for their error to 
bemorercadily apparent and acknowledged? 


_It isn’t that long ago that U.S. soldiers were 


doing exactly that: practicing murder and 
armed coercion against people opposing the 
U.S. status quo at places like Kent State and 
Detroit. Verily, many of the troops who were 
also prison guards and other police are doing 
it hereand now with justa change of uniform. 
No, the only heros of the Gulf War were the 
soldiers and reservists who, when confronted 


Burges and his coerced confessions and the 
myriad lesser known incidents exposed in 
the light of them. The 12/Mar release of the 
Birmingham Six (not to mention the Guild- 
ford Four in Sep/89), Irish people falsely 
imprisoned since 1974 on the basis of coerced 
confessions also illustrated the danger of al- 
lowing people to think there is no legal down 
side to extracting confessions by force — and 
at the very time the court conveyed just that 
impression with this ruling. The Bush ad- 
ministration filed a brief in court saying, 


“TF]here is no reason to accord special status 


to a confession obtained by way of coercion.” 





No? 


> 


|  Inanother dea I on 
ae Zant, decided 16/ 
swine upheld a death sentence against War- 
ren McClesky based on an alleged confession 
to a police informer planted in the next cell. 


_ The official ritual murder was approved not 


because McClesky’s position had no merit, 
but on a technicality. The court said that if a 
defendant does not raise an issuc in his or her 
first appeal, s/he cannot raise it in subse- 
quent new appeals unless it is evidence the 
defendant is innocent. McClesky had raised 
the issue of the supposed confession earlier, 
but dropped it because the state had withheld 
the information and documentary evidence 
of its use of the informer. McClesky could 


with waging imperialist war, made the diffi- 
cult but correct choice of saying, “Hell no, we 
won't go!” These people who were chained, 

jailed, abused, vilified and face further prose- 


cution and endless harassment are the ones 


who need to be lionized and celebrated as 
examples to emulate. 


New Puauication: Spring, 1991, saw the 
advent of the first edition of Walkin’ Steel, a 
quarterly newsletter devoted to the abolition 
of Control Unit prisons. Control Unit prisons 
are special units built for long-term lock- 
down and virtually complete isolation of 
prisoners, and are proliferating at a danger- 
ous and alarming rate. ‘Walkin’ Steel’ refers 
to the many sliding barwork gates that ap- 
pear to walkas they suffocate prisoners under 
layer after layer of steel. Since USP Marion 
pioneered the Control Unit idea as a repres- 
sive increment beyond ordinary segregation 
and a larger, specifically lockdown, replace- 
ment for Marion is being built at Florence, 
CO, the first issue of Walkin’ Steel focuses on 
Florence as the head of the Control Unit zit, 
thesymbol ofa trend that needs to be stopped. 
The people of the Committee to End the 
Marion Lockdown (CEML)'who prepared 
this issue invested massive time and energy 
and considerable expense in obtaining much 
information about Florence and resistance to 
it and combined it with enlightening analy- 
sis. They made Walkin’ Steel’s inaugural issue 
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thus not prove his claim until the evidence 
was uncovered later. No matter, sayeth the 
Supreme Court, McClesky must die even 
though it was the state that prevented him 
from raising the issue at what the “justices” 
felt was the appropriate time — a dangerous 
power to putin the hand of the state. Nothing 
in the decision limits it to death penalty cases. 


Just as with what constitutes “sufficient” 
evidence, what constitutes evidence of inno- 
cence is highly subjective. Who can say just 
what a jury might consider the crucial factor 


in tipping the balance between not guilty and 


guilty verdicts, however small a particular 
item’s relation to actual innocence might 


appear in isolation and long after a trial. 
Numerous scandals have erupted in recent 
years over jail-house rats making up stories 


about other prisoners and police and prose- 
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eirf ‘falsity but 
the fact that this rat was a plant for whom 
there was a quid pro quo, and that the state 


tried to cover up the fact, be evidence of 


innocence or, equivalently, diminish the 


evidence of guilt? McClesky — and others — 
will die with these questions unanswered. 


Nor is guilt or innocence always the is- 
sue: civil liberties such as the right to a fair 
trial and against self-incrimination are in- 
tended to protect the person who has done no 
wrong from excesses by the state in pursuit of 
the guilty. This court, however, is shifting 
increasingly away from protection of the 
people to the protection of the legal appara- 


technically and qualitatively fine. The next 
issue is to expand coverage to include other, 
state Control Units people in various parts of 
the country are resisting. Walkin’ Steel 
recognizes that while Florence may be the 
symboland stopping it may significantly slow 
if not stop the Control Unit trend, it is 
inextricably linked to manifestations of the 
trend and resistance to them elsewhere. 
Walkin’ Steel may be obtained from CEML, 
POB 578182, Chicago, IL 60657-8172. (Send a 
dollar for the issue if you can.) 


LIGHTNING STRIKES: The Birmingham Six 
- William Power, Hugh Callaghan, John 
Walker, Patrick Hill, Gerard Hunter and 
Richard Mclkenny — were freed from British 
prison on 15/Mar/91. They are Irish people 
who were imprisoned for IRA (Irish Republi- 
can Army) bombings in Birmingham, Eng- 
land in 1974 on the basis of coerced confes- 
sions and fabricated evidence. After their 
arrest, the six were beaten continuously for 
three days in order to get them to sign confes- 
sions contrived by the police. They were also 
burned with. cigarettes, subjected to genital 
abuseand threatened with worse. The “crime” 
for which they were made to pay for 16 years 
was to have been friends of an IRA member 
and to have gone to his funeral. None of the 
six were themselves IRA. The falsity of the 
confessions were soon established and the 
faked evidence and forensic expert were 


| Bushbo’s new world order. 


tus. High hog Anthony Kennedy wrote for 
the majority in McClesky: “Perpetual disre- 
spect for the finality of convictions dispar- 
ages the entire criminal justice system.” In 
that statement he echos the sentiments of one 
of the British judges in the Birmingham Six 
case who opined that those convictions should 
be allowed to stand to avoid staining the 
image of British justice. 


The decision does exactly what Chief 
“Justice” Rhenquist failed to persuade Con- 
gress to do last year when -he lobbied for 
legislative limitations on appeals, making this 
judicial activism’profoundly anti-democratic. 
Justice Marshall excoriated Rhenquist for it in 
his dissenting opinion, saying that the court 
“is nota backup legislature for failed attempts 
to amend existing statutes.” This action is a 
double irony: the court needed two tries to 
limit prisoners to one and, in the process, the 
conservatives made the judicial legislation 
they have so long denounced as liberal ex- 
cess. 


Other decisions rendered in March and 
Aprilalso demonstrate its nature as an instru- 
ment of class control. For example, it said that 
U.S. companies can ignore the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 in overseas hiring, including of 
American citizens, further empowering the 
owning class to discriminate against and 
manipulate the working class. It also an- 
nounced that it will use the $300 Supreme 
Court filing fee to bump off appeals it doesn’t 
want to hear by those who can’t pay. It thus 
avoids having to show its biases and contra- 
dictions in the law books. As a result, many 
poor people will not get their day in court. 
This appears to be aimed especially at prison- 
ers. 


These decisions are yet more evidence 
that the ruling class recognizes that socio- 
economic conditions will deteriorate for the 
Pa of peopleinthe U.S. under President 
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equally shared; breed-unrest. and resistance. a 
The ruling class does not wanttobe ed 
by civil liberties when it has to control fem. 





_ There are many examples of the inverse rela- 


tionship between civil liberties and the threat 
perceived by local elites to their continued 
hegemony —and notallin the third world. In 
Northern Ireland, for instance, there are now 
non-jury courts and no right to remain silent. 
In Israel and South Africa; people can be 
arrested and held indefinitely without charge. 
Who says it can’t happen here. co 





quickly discredited, but it took that long to ~ 

_mobilize Sfficient public pressure to make 
the cost of maintaining the travesty greater 
than that of admitting it. But, as William 
Power noted upon his release, there are many 
others in similar straits. 


Dappy’s LITTLE SWINDLER: Neil Bush, son 
of President George Bush, was found guilty 
by an administrative law judge of conflict of 
interest for his role in approving $100 million 
in loans to business partners while he was on 
the board of directors of Silverado Savings 
and Loan in Denver, CO. Their failure to 
repay the loans contributed to the billion 
dollar failure of the institution. On 18/Apr/ 
91, Timothy Ryan of the Office of Thrift 
Supervision accepted thejudge’s findings and 
imposed the minimum possible penalty, es- 
sentially an order never to be found swindling 
again. Fourteen months ago, Bush the son 
(Shrub?) refused to agree to such an order and 
denied all wrongdoing. It remains to be seen 
whether pops will allow even that much smut 
to stick. Anyone who remembers Bush the 
father’s vehement insistence on sonny’s 
innocence, and how the system would show 
that, will not doubt that it wasn’t justice that 
motivated this action by political appointees. 
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Commentary 


by Bill Dunne 


The questionnaire about Freedom Now 
(FN) sent to various political prisoners (in the 
last issuc) clicited some interesting and use- 
ful responses. They show two things: first, 
while people commend what positive accom- 


plishments FN has made, no one is satisfied 


with its overall practice. This is unfortunate 
because FN is an autocratic organization run 
by a secret junta with no mechanism for 
democratic representation or participation of 
those it purports to represent or those who 
wish to participate. Second, the issues of 
political prisoners, prisoners of war, FN, and 


_how they relate to the larger movement are 


- ence without the appearance or risks of doing | 
so smacks of opportunism. Wrong is wrong 


nowhere near resolved and need much fur- 
ther debate. There follow some points. 


Itis incomprehensible that anyone would 
object to their comments on FN being printed. 
None of thoseto whom the questionnaire was 
sent could legitimately think that another bit 
of political writing from them would bring 


the swine down any harder. Absent security, 


the only reasons left to hideone’s faceare bad. 
FN has refused to adequately address criti- 
cisms internally while continuing problem- 
atic public activities for over two years. Thus, 
any “circle the wagons” mentality public 
criticism might engender can’t make FN any 
less responsive. And FN has shown that it is 
responsiveto public pressure. Making private 
criticisms one won’t makcin public either out 
of fear of losing supporters or to gain influ- 





by Jennie Vanderwall 


On Saturday, 20/Apr, a small group 
of Nazis, Ku Klux Klan members, racist 
skinheads and assorted other white su- 
premacists attempted to hold a national 
celebration of Hitler’s birthday in down- 
town Denver. They were met by between 
400 and 2000 (depending on whose report 
one believes) of us, determined to let them 
know that they and their ideology are not 
welcome in our area. The counter-demon- 
stration was partly organized, partly 
spontaneous. It included peopleofallages, 
colors and sexual partner-preferences. We 
were members of diverse organizations 
and concerned individuals, united in our 
Opposition to racism, anti-semitism and 
homophobia. We knew that we could be 
facing danger in opposing the racists — 
but —asonesign said, “All that is required 
for evil to triumph is for people of good 
will to do nothing.” The white suprema- 





and right is right. Such practice risks both 
reproducing the samc old sectarian intriguing 
that has so undermined the left and opens the 
door to cointelpro tactics. Ain’t we supposed 
to be about creating a social reality where 
people don’t have to watch what they say? 


The notion surfaced that FN people, 


whoever they may be, do the work and so 


they should call the shots. As a general rule, 
that is true, but only within certain parame- 
ters. No one is immune from criticism. Good 
practice can be cancelled or overwhelmed by 
bad practice. Moreover, all political prison- 
ers/pows are doing the hard part of FN’s 
work: the time. FN’s legitimacy and raison 
d'être is based on their (the prisoners) actions 
before and after their incarceration. Hence, 
FN’s refusal to provide for their representa- 
tion and to be accountable is wrong. 


The point was also raised that anti-au- 


thoritarians should participate in FN in order 
to be able to struggle (presumably with the 
invisible secret junta) to fix its problems. FN 
has demonstrated that attempting to rectify 
from within is futile. Prisoners can only write 
letters to FN and FN ignores them, having 
intentionally eliminated its structures for en- 
gaging in such interaction with those it claims 
to represent. Further, anti-authoritarians can 
only be political prisoners in FN and are 
excluded from pow status, which is consid- 


ered by proponents of that exclusion and 


others to be “higher”. By accepting this infe- 
rior designation, anti-authoritarians subordi-' 
nate their politics to those of the nationalists, 


cists were humiliated. Unable 
to hold their planned march, 
they eventually fled their rally 
under police protection. We 
then held a celebration of our 
victory and the strength of our 
unity. It was for me, and I think 
all of us, a very beautiful and 
empowering experience. 


Subsequently, there has 
been a full-scale smear cam- 
paign against our demo by 
Denver's mainstream media. 
Headlines repeatedly scream 
about our “violence” (at sev- 
eral points, cans and horse 
droppings were thrown at the 
racists by a few individuals, 
and they were also spat at) 
and the “hatred” we displayed 
towards the supremacists. 
While attacking us for “draw- 
ing attention” tothe Nazirally, 
the Denver Post and Rocky 
Mountain News have, on an 
almost daily. basis, carried ar- 


ticles about and interviews with rally or- 
ganizer Shawn Slater. Mention is always 
made of Slater’s plans for another rally on 
17/ Aug, to celebrate Rudolph Hess’ birth- 
day. No interviews have appeared with 
any organizers or participants in the 
counter-demo. 


[f we here again have to face the rac- 
ists, we will need your support and help. 
And since we are all aware how little we 
can rely on the dominant media to tell the 
truth about our actions, | wanted to let 
folks know what happened here. Please 
stay in touch with movement people/ 
friends who you know in Colorado, for 
further news. If you represent or arc in 
touch with alternative media — please help 
get the word out on what happened in 
Denver on 20/Apr. For further informa- 
tion, write: The Saxifrage Group, POB 
18717, Denver, CO 80218. <o 


who are considered superior. FN is not sup- 
posed to be about that, butit is. Since FNis not 
democratic and its process is secret and inac- 
cessible to prisoners, membership or “adop- 
tion” or whatever name is given to getting 
within FN does not confer any greater ability 
to stimulate change. Verily, it results in less. 
Anti-authoritarian adoptees (and others) 
convey to FN that they want FN’s recognition 
so much they are willing to accept FN’s autoc- 
racy and other failings as well as second class 
standing in order to have it. FN gets the use of 
their names (its only interest apparently) and 
the message that it doesn’t have to fix any- 
thing to reap the attendant legitimacy. 


Anti-authoritarians, it was also sug- 
gested, should participate in FN in order to 
gain recognition as a movement. The reason 
anti-authoritarianism is not well recognized 
aS a movement is not because it does not 
participate in groups like FN but because it 
has no definition of its own. No one can tell 
what it is and what it ain’t. Everyone has a 
different version. There is no general 
agreement let alone consensus on enough 
common tenets for it to be a social, economic 
and political vehicle that can carry us down 
the road to the most equitable future reality. 
There is more potential in a democratic, 
egalitarian, multi-cultural vision than in any 
rigid and narrow “line”, but anti-authoritari- 
anism has not even articulated let alone unified 
around what that might be. Participation in 
other groups alone can’t give anti-authori- 
tarianism the identity it lacks — especially if 
such participation requires anti-authoritarians 
to agree that their politics are second rate, as 
does participation in FN. It has to identify 
itself through its own theory and practice. 


seeking identity through other organi- 
zations also risks becoming identified with 


both the theory and practice of those organi- 





Prisoners 
by Bulldozer 


Britain’s massively unpopular poll 
tax may havebeenrepealed, but for many, 
the battle is not over. The poll tax, insti- 
tuted by the ex-Prime Minister of Britain, 
Margaret Thatcher, replaced the property 
tax witha head tax. It meant that everyone 
paid the same amount each year to sup- 
port the local governments: a chauffeur or 
maid would pay the same amount each 
year as the rich whom they served. It was 
a deliberate and vicious attack on the poor 
and working people. The tax led to a year 
of popular resistance. In Scotland over a 
quarter of the people refused to pay. In 
March/90, a huge riot broke out at Trafal- 


ger Square in London when police at-. 


tacked a massive march held to oppose 
the tax. It was reported to have been one 
of the biggest incidents of militant resis- 
tance in Britain this century as demon- 
strators smashed and destroyed fancy cars 
and shops and defended themselves from 
the police. The tax was finally repealed 
earlier this year by Thatcher’s successor, 
John Major. 








Despite victory 
in the poll tax 
struggle, the legal 
attacks on poll tax 
opponents contin- 
ues. Examples are 
being made of many 
who notonly fought 
the tax, but resisted 
the police violence 
at Trafalger Square, 
and similar, though 
smaller, marches in 
Brixton, and another 
one in Oct/90 in 
London. 
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zations. Our organizations need to reflect the 
institutions we would create in the society for 
which we struggle. The autocracy, elitism 
and secrecy of FN do not express any revolu- 
tionary modus operandi with which we 
should want to identify. Who is comfortable 
defending things or associations that insist on 


them? Itis possible to accomplish good things 


with such organizational forms, especially 
initially, but they always eventually result in 
wrecks. And no one seems to be breaking 
their necks to join, say, the Democrats, to get 
visibility and notoriety and identity and rec- 
ognition. 


Already, a book could be written on the 
FN debate, and more could be written here. 
However, the essential problems with FN 
remain. There has been some suggestion that 
FN has begun responding to its critics, but 
where are the changes that that would entail? 
It uses tortuous definitions of political pris- 
oner and pow to elevate some and denigrate 
others on the basis of race. It refuses to recog- 
nize prisoner activists who have been pun- 
ished for their politics and resistanceas politi- 
cal prisoners or pows. It acts opportunisti- 
cally, creating exceptions to its dogmatic 
positions for people it considers powerful, 
but not for others. Good practice either past or 
present is no justification for bad practice in 
the here and now. While good practice al- 
ways warrants support, support is not an 
either-or proposition: it runs between posi- 
tive and negative extremes based on overall, 
on-balance performance. Considering FN’s 


past and the potential of its present course - 


absent substantive changes, at present it looks 
pretty much like a wash from this dark con- 
crete corner. co 





in fact defeated, and despite proof of faked 
evidence by police and glaringly clear 
evidence of police assaults on demonstra- 
tors, the average sentence for prisoners 
has been about two years. Charges have 
primarily been assault on police and vari- 


ations of disorderly conduct. 


As the latest information we received 


came before the tax was repealed, it is 
unclear whether the legal attacks on poll 
tax opponents will continue. (Some defen- 
dants still await trial.) Ironically, it may 
even seem likely that by the time those 


- convicted have been released, a “fairer” 


version of the dreaded tax will have re- 
placed it. 


So, even though the tax has been de- 
feated, the stgzggle continues. The Trafal- 
ger Square Defendants’ Campaign (TSDC) 
is demanding that all charges be dropped 
and all poll tax prisoners be freed. Support 
is, of course, welcome and needed. For 
more info, or for the addresses of the pris- 
oners, write: 


Poll Tax Prisoner Group 
clo RM 205, Panther House 
38 Mount Pleasant 

London, WC1X U.K. 
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Lessons From 
Antiquity | 


by Mumia Abu-Jamal 


Many people have written to inquire of 
recent, but little known history, i.e. the his- 
tory of the Black Panther Party (BPP). Some 
have been scholars seeking a personal per- 


spective. Some have been students seeking an — 


historical perspective. Some have been activ- 
ists seeking solutionsto organizing problems. 


I have answered, when opportunity al- 


lowed, to all. This bricf article attempts to do ” 


so publicly. In so doing, I don’t suggest the 
“students” who may read this are monolithi- 
cally younger, for the nature of U.S. educa- 
tion means many now pursuing education 
may be my age, or indeed, older. As for those 
who were active and conscious in the ‘60s, I 
invite your criticism, comments and insights. 
Indeed, those who have passed before havea 
duty, to supplement, correct and clarify my 
shortcomings. I welcome your input. 


Shortcomings 


Many Panthers, now in their 40s (orolder) 
are well able to mark our shortcomings in our 
utter failure to pass on the militant legacy of 
the time, to the coming generation. Some will 
point to the relentless government FBI re- 
pression, Cointelpro, the day-to-day hassles 
of hustling to survive in the 70s and 80s, and 
truth is, these things did severely undermine 
the Black Revolutionary Movements, buthow 
much repression can force us to fail to pass on 
to our youth the legacy of resistance to repres- 
sion? 


There are many who have noinkling that 


one’s parents werecven involved inthe Party, | 


or similar movements. To be sure, many ex- 
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of prison or marginalized into social silence. 
Many however are not. 


Many adopted the “underground” re- 
sponse to state repression and melted into 
society’s porous fabric. That was a survival 
tactic, and, as such, it is beyond my feeble 
efforts to criticize. The Law of Nature com- 


mands survival to all to live, and all life must 


obey this law, or perish. The practical effect, 
however, has been the invisibility of an im- 
portant, vibrant era in black life. 


Another effect has been the widening 
ignorance among the young of their direct, 
militant, revolutionary inheritance. In my life, 
before this stage, I experienced this igno- 
rance, if only in microcosm. While conduct- 
ing an unofficial poll of black youth in the 
mid-70s, I interviewed teenagers at one of 
Philadelphia’s most-travelled thoroughfares, 
on the life— nay the identity — of Malcolm X. 
As these were young teens, it was expected 
that they would have no (indeed could not 
have) personal recollections of Malcolm’s life 


nor assassination, as this occurred in their | 


infancy, or even before birth. I was struck by 
the degree of ignorance exhibited by these 
young folk. 


“Malcolm X?!? Hmmm? Was hea Pope?” 


“Yeah — I read about him! Malcolm the 


10th, Right?” 


“Did he play for the ‘Sixers?” 
“No — who is he?” 


What was odd was that during this pe- 
riod, there were plenty of books lining book- 
shelves on Malcolm’s life. But, other than dry 
tomes in school, how many young people 
read? It brought to mind one of Malcolm’s 
own sayings, passed down from his mentor, 
Elijah Muhammad; “If you wanna hide any- 
thing from a Negro, put it in a book!” 


It would be easy to blame those teens, 
and wrong. Blame must be aimed at an edu- 
cational system that taught (and continues to 


teach) the glories of Europe and this country’s 


European history, from the perspective of the 


rulers, the colonizers. Also, however, are not 


be sure, the Black 


we to blame for daring to expect the state to 
teach the children of revolutionaries about 
our historical legacy of righteous resistance to 
the state? 


To expect this is folly. Would a Jew ex- 
pect a Gentile to teach his young the commen- 
taries of Maimonides? Would a Zulu expect a 
Boer to teach his young of the glories of 
Warrior-King, Shaka-Zulu? The state uses 
education to train and to sedate the young 
into acquiescence, and to continue the sys- 
tem’s existence. To build a people able to 
stand independently of the system is contrary 
to the system’s interest. Its primary function 
is to keep people divided, separated from 
their innate sense of power, with their ener- 
gies channeled into the Pandora’s box of 
politics, i.c., into legitimizing, recharging the 
very system that spits pain upon you. 


Black America now has more aggregate 
political representation than at any time in 
the past three hundred years of our existence 
here. Still we rank at the bottom of political, 
economic and social life, by every docu- 
mentable indicia, in the U.S. Politics is the art 
of promise — and, since the 1860's, Africans 
have seen promise — as in “40 acres and a 
mule” — vanish into nothingness. 


Asa perpetual minority in larger pools of 
white power, politics 
still promises, but sel- 
dom delivers. Weare, C3 
increasingly, a people 
with a plethora of 
politicians, but a 
dearth of political 
power. How many 
people know that the 
very raisond'êtreof the 
party was "to estab- 
lish Black Revolu- 
tionary Power?” To 


riam Ei: 


Spark Dlack DO! 
growth in northern 
urban cities, but 
hardly of a “revolu- 
tionary”, or even 
radical, nature. This 
was a pivotal short- 
coming. 


Today’s youth- 
ful activists must 
resist the cheap 
temptation to wrap 
the BPP in mists of 
glory. As with eve- 
rything else, it repre- 
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sented positives and negatives to that page of 
history. Study should be undertaken to dis- 
sect these elements and to incorporate that 
which is useful in movements to come, as 
wecll as to discard that which is useless. 


A serious failure occurred when the 
wasted wealth of experience that was 
wrapped within Dr. Huey P. Newton, was 
lost! — by missed opportunity. Why was he 
not teaching the next generation of militants 
at Harvard, at Tuskegee, at Morris Brown? 
Why were his matchless talents at organizing 
not studied, analyzed, taught for the future? 
Dr. Newton, BPP founder, Minister of De- 
fense, a sad casualty of Crack St, once-living 
history — lost! 


Other Hueys are threatened with peril. 
There are still in prisons across Babylon, ex- 
Panthers, locked in cages. Some are now free, 
like Dhoruba Bin-Wahad, after nearly two 
decades of state burial. Touch them; talk with 
them; touch their spirits, rather than the limp 
pages of a book. 


Delbert Africa, once a Panther in Chi- 
cago is now a founder of the Naturalist Teach- 
ings of John Africa; find out why, and what 
moves him still. 


Ruchell McGee is in the dungeons of San 
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Quentin, living a life of daily torture — find 
out why this comrade of George Jackson is 


| entombed in a man-made hell. — 


Sundiata Acoli, a confederate of Assata 
and Zayd Malik Shakur, sits entombed within 
a cocoon of concrete — touch base. 


Years ago, I journeyed back into time, to 
interview an Elder who walked with Garvey. 
Thomas Harvey, his white hair, his eyes dis- 
coloured by age, had acurious dignity forone 
so ancient. His eyes misted over with mem- 
ory when he brought Marcus Garvey back to 
life, his voice becoming deep, resonant, pow- 
erful, as Garvey’s once was, intoning, “Up 
you mighty Race! You can accomplish what 
you willl” 


Touch base with today’s revolutionaries 
today. 


Originally written for SCAR News (Student 
Coalition Against Racism) 0 





Mumia Abu-Jamal remains ondeathrow 
in Pennsylvania ten years after a kangaroo 
court convicted him of the killing of a Phila- 
delphia cop. Itis urgent that the letter-writing 
campaign on his behalf continues. If you are 
not familiar with his case, please write to Bull- 
dozer and we will send you information. 


Send a letter on his behalf even if you've sent 


one before. Write to: 


Governor Robert Casey 

Main Capitol Building, Rm 225 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

-Send your solidarity to: 
Mumia Abu-Jamal #M 8335 
Drawer R, Huntingdon, PA 16652 


We would like to thank the Arm The Spirit 
collective for this article, as well others that have 
appeared in previous issues. See description and 
address in resource listing, 





Bobby Garcia, Carl Harp, Abbie Hoffman. 


-Was it suicide or political murder that ended 


thelivesofthescand possibly numerous other 
comrades? If you are aware of similar cases of 
suspicious deaths (particularly labeled as 
suicide) involving progressives, activists or 
supporters, behind the wall or outside, the 
project welcomes your thoughts, leads, etc. 
Replies will be considered confidential un- 
less otherwise noted. Contact: Touch Project, 
clo Bulldozer, POB 5052, Stn A, Toronto, Ont 
Canada. M5W 1W4. 





Angola Prisoners 
Need Support 


Since our (the undersigned) involvement 
in exposing and publicizing the murder of 
Johnny Augustine, a former prisoner here at 
the Louisiana State Penitentiary, at Angola, 
LA., we have been under constant attack by 
our keepers and their agents. Many of these 
incidents of aggression have been well docu- 
mented and reported to those in authority 
here at Angola, the Dept. of Corrections and 
the state of Louisiana, in scrious hope that 
they will take some type of definite and 
prompt measures to investigate and remedy 
the matter. But to date, absolutely nothing of 
significance has been done to see that our 
allegations and concerns are thoroughly (and 
fairly) investigated. And where an investiga- 
tion has allegedly been conducted to ascer- 
tain the nature and truth of our allegations, 


absolutely no one outside of the prison ad- 


ministration here at Angola has frankly scen 
fit to interview and take a written statement 
from us concerning the matter. This has left us 
to believe that Bruce N. Lynn, Secretary of 
Corrections; Larry Smith, Deputy Secretary 
of Corrections and John P. Whitley, Warden 
have initiated some type of ploy to impede 
our effort to have our case fairly probed into. 
The aforementioned parties all have a real 


interest in seeing that our allegations of retali- 
atory harassment and unprovoked aggres- 
sion (stemming from our involvement in 
bringing to light the murder of Johnny Au- 
gustine) are swept under the rug. 


They (the aforementioned parties) are 
only concerned with three (3) key things. 


1) Covering up their subordinates, ac- 
cused (and guilty) of murdering Johnny 
Augustine; 


2) To deceive the family and friends of 
Camp J, Extended Lockdown victims, con- 
cerning their plight and the genocidal, op- 
pressive and murderous conditions of Camp 
J., Extended Lockdown (conditions totally 
responsible for killing their children), and 


3) In saving their jobs as employees of the 


State of Louisiana, the ones chiefly respon- 


sible for the overall operation of Angola. 


Thus, as long as these parties have any- 
thing to do with the investigation into our 
allegations, weare wholly convinced that our 
allegations will not be given impartial con- 
sideration. 


Therefore, we request that another in- 
vestigation be taken into the matter; that this 


investigation include interviewing us to- 


gether; that it be taken independent of the 
Louisiana Dept. of Corrections, or its subor- 
dinates and agents. 


Respectfully Submitted 


“Albert Chuie@tark #79909 
Ernest Gloyer #92486 
Reginald Myer #109396 : 





(Use the full address given below.) 


Albert Chui Clark #79909 
Camp J, Gator 3-R-3 
Louisiana State Penitentiary 
Angola, LA 70712 


The Prison News Service is pub- 
lished bimonthly by PSC Publish- 
ers, and edited by the Bulldozer 
Collective. It is always free to 
prisoners. (U.S. postage, 40 cents to ~ 
Canada.) For outsiders, subscrip- 
tions are by donation, recommended 
$10.00/yr, more if you can, less if you 
can’t. Donations are needed to keep 
this project going. Prison support 
groups can order multiple copies for 

_ the cost of postage. 


Postal officials — send returns 
to: PSC Publishers, POB 5052, Stn A, 
Toronto, Ont. Canada: M5W 1W4. 


Mailed under Second Class 
Registration Number 8843. 
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Uncovered? 


by Larry Giddings | 


In the last year, information regarding 


_ theorganizer/ editor ofthe publication Behind 
_ the Walls, has appeared in several anarchist 


i tions. Neither has any attempt been made by 
-Stotts, that | am aware of, to counter these 


F 


a 
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publications. These letters were written by 
prisoners in an attempt to expose Stotts as an 
informer, manipulator and possible agent of 
the state, using theanarchist community, from 
his prison cell. 


_ Months have passed and no court docu- 
ments have appeared to support the allega- 





WE WANT ALL PRISONERS 
_RELEASED.... 


ee K 
VS i J, 


o 





a S 
ar 





neni — Iam compelled to to write 


this statemen yinorde rtoresoivetheimp 
in some func +t 





y ial manner. At some point, 


: several years ago the generosity and support 
- of a number of individuals on the outside, 
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enabled Stotts to publish a prisoner legal 
_ publication: Behind the Walls, via P.A.N.A.L. 


_ Other individuals and: groups aided in sup- 


F, 


porting P.A.N.A.L.in creating a prisoner pen- 
pal and book service. 


I became ATA of P.A.N.A.L.and Behind 


the Walls by reading other publications. began 
"receiving Behind The Walls when an outside 


activist arranged a subscription for me. Upon 
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receipt of my first issuc, I wrote several letters 
to P.A.N.A.L., in San Fransisco and New 
York, secking discussion and knowledge 
about M. Stotts. It is always a pleasure to find 
newly active people in the anti-authoritarian 
community. As a prisoner and activist I had 
a natural desire to know more about a poten- 
tial friend. Unfortunately, no response to any 
letter was ever received by me. No one else 
could tell me much about Stotts, so I was left 
with a blank slate. 


Last summer, letters and discussion 
appeared in several anarchist publications. 
Like others, | was hoping some documenta- 
tion would appear which would either prove 
Stotts is an informant and possible agent, or 


disprove the allegations. Having no particu- 


lar axe to grind, I wrote Barry Carpenter, to 
double check his information and experi- 
ences with Stotts. I was left with no reason to 
disbelieve Barry, but still hoped for some- 
thing a little “official” to reach a firm conclu- 
sion on what Stotts is or is not. 


Having been in prison for nearly 20 years, 
I agree with the general observations of Paul 
Wright (PLN), ArthurJ. Miller (Bayou La Rose) 
and Bill Meyers (WSA). Given their experi- 
ences with Stotts, the FBI, COINTELPRO 
“disinformation” and “bad jacketing” by 
police (in order to destroy effective political 
activity) it is best to acquire documentation 
of alleged “bad acts” or provocateur activity 
before condemning someone publicly. 


For whatever reasons, it has been diffi- 
cult for us to acquire “documents” proving 


Stolte hasactedasan informantagainst other 


prisoners. However, in the past 90 days, I 


; 
nave interviewed No. less.than.o.p iSONCTS. di 


eral who “read” documents listing his name 
as an informant. Several of these prisoners 


_ were present when Stotts was confronted by 


one of his prisoner victims, while in transit in 
El Reno, Oklahoma. (Stotts and his victim 
were separated by a chain link fence.) Stotts 
had noresponsceto theallegation, but stopped 
using the recreation area. 


linterviewed prisonersat different times, 
and have found no reason to disbelieve them. 
Two were able to investigate the allegations 





Vancouver 5 


Gerry Hannah did 5 years on a ten-year 
bit. He is now a musician and construction 
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| who have personally 1 met M. Stotts, and sev- | , 


via the victim. All five I interviewed give the 
same description of M. Stotts: red hair, over- 
weight, acne scars, tattoos. 


Still, | withheld making comment on 
Stotts because I had no “documentation”. 
Several days ago, I received a publication 
from Canada: The Affiliate. Featured on the 
front page is a colour photograph of a young 
tarzan looking individual at the weight ma- 
chine pumping iron. The picture and corre- 
sponding note from Stotts are dated 1989. 


This picture, certainly not of the M. Stotts 
described by many prisoners that have met 
him, may not prove he is an “agent”. It does, 
however, corroborate the statements of Barry 


_ Carpenter that Stotts is a liar. A person might 


claim another person’s picture as his own for 
numerous reasons. But, as a politically con- 
scious and active individual I find it repre- 
hensible, at the least. 


lam inclined to believe that M. Stotts has ~ 


not been acting with integrity. Prisoners who 
I trust have read documents showing him to 
be an informant against outside and inside 
people in a drug smuggling scheme he or- 
ganized. Given no other information, I must 
operate as if M. Stotts is an informant and a 
manipulator, using the generosity and sup- 
port of the anarchist community for personal 
gain. 


Because we have no further information, 
itis impossible to claim that M. Stotts has been 
acting as an “agent provocateur” within the 
anarchistcommunity. However, thereisevery 
reason for everyone who has been working 
with him, insideand outside, toactasifhehas 
been. 


The anti-authoritarian community has 
been growing in recent years. This situation is 
an educational onefor all of us. Both prisoners 
and non-prisoners need to beconcerned about 
those acting under false pretenses. Whether 
they are fairly innocuous opportunists, 
Sues aid and succor at our See or, 
the state; we are karned com their presence. 
Our resources are always limited and there 
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are too many already deserving of them. At 
the worst, an agent may try to sow discord, 
doubt and suspicion amongst us to make us 
less effective and keep us from growing. 


In the case of M. Stotts, I encourage eve- 
ryone to seek out those well-meaning people 
who have shared their time, energy, money 
and emotions and have possibly been injured 
because of it. As a prisoner, I have a responsi- 
bility to protect prisoners from unfair and 
damaging rumors. Įalso havea responsibility 

. to protect those outside from possible abuse 
and harm. Balancing these two responsibili- 
ties may not always prove easy. In the case of 
M. Stotts, a prisoner last known to be in the 
Federal Prison at Mariana, Florida (“mini- 
mum” custody), the need to protect him from 
“undocumented” rumor has been over- 
whelmed by theresponsibility to protect those 
outside, as well as prisoners, from his poten- 
tial harm to them. 


In addition, | encourage everyone who 
reads this to obtain a copy of: War At Home: 
Covert Action Against U.S. Activists and What 
We Can Do About It by Brian Glick and avail- 
able from Southend Press. Read this book and 
study the ways in which we can.all help each 
other against state sponsored actions. 


To those who are new to the anarchist / 
anti-authoritarian milieu, or to the activities 
in support of prisoners, and may be discour- 
aged by having worked with M. Stotts, I ask 
you to reconsider. There is a need for your 
involvement and support. If you would like 
to continue in supporting prisoners and learn 
more about prisons, while secure that your 
support is well placed, there are a number of 
long time activists outside who can guide you 
in doing so. Also, a number of long standing 
and consistent prisoner-written publications 
are in existence. Please contact them and let 
them know you are concerned. 


Siempre, 
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Thelatestissueof Anarchy magazine, 
#28, has a response from Michael Stotts 
and from P.A.N.A.L. In Bulldozer’s 
Opinion, neither letter is very convinc- 
ing. We agree with Larry that prisoners 
should only be trashed only with a great 
deal of caution, but Stotts undermines 
his own credibility by threatening legal 
action against Anarchy for allegedly li- 
belling him. Not much of a way to re- 
solve disputes in the movement. 





Anyone wishing to see the discus- 
sion shoul write to: Anarchy, c/o CAL, 
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Doug Stewart, having served the maxi- ing 
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by Bulldozer 


Many of our readers with be familiar 
with the Vancouver Five from our coverage 


_ of their actions and trials in the early eighties 


in theold Bulldozer magazine.Theseactivists 
were sentenced in 1984 on charges relating to 
the 1982 bombing by a group calling them- 
selves Direct Action of a nearly completed 
electrical substation owned by B.C. Hydro; 
ten million dollar bombing of a Litton Indus- 
tries factory outside of Toronto that manufac- 


= tures the guidance system for the Cruise 


Missile (used so effectively in the massacre of 
Iraqi people); and the fire bombing of three 
outlets ofa video chain specializing in violent 
pornography, carried out by an affiliated 
group, the Wimmin’‘s Fire Brigade. 


The Five are now all out of prison. 


Ann Hansen served more than 7 years of 
_a life sentence. She was released just before 
Christmas to a half-way house in Kingston, 
Ont. where she works as a carpenter. 


Brent Taylor did six years of a 22-year 


= sentence. He has recently completed post- 


graduate work at Carlton University in Ot- 
tawa, finishing studies begun inside. He is 
also living in Kingston. 


mum 4 years on his six year sentence, is a 
carpenter in Vancouver. 


The year-and-a-half spent in pre-trial 
detention, only counted for parole eligibility 
on Ann’s life sentence. 


Julie Belmas broke with the others after 
their arrests in Jan/83. She testified at her 
appeal — though not at the trials — against 


Ann and Brent and had five years taken off 


her twenty-year sentence. 


We honour these four people (and even 
the courage and rage shown by Julie’s origi- 
nal involvement). Their actions, subsequent 
police raids in Vancouver and Toronto on 
anarchist and peace activists, including Bull- 
dozer, and the campaign around thetrials, in 
spite of all the errors made by their support- 
ers, contributed to the development of anti- 


_ authoritarian politics in Ontario. The issues 


they focused on: ecologically destructive de- 
velopment, high-tech weaponry designed to 
ensure American world domination, and 
violence against women, are more urgent 
than ever. The four have maintained their 
commitment to social justice, their sense of 


outrage, and will contribute much to the’ 


communities of which they are a part. co 





POB 1446, Columbia, MO 65205-1446. 
Stotts and ?.A.N.A.L can be contacted at 
P.A.N.A.L, Box 4167, Halfmoon, NY 
12065. co 





Bulldozer Bits 


For financial reasons, the size of the 
Prison News Service is limited to 12 pages 
until we can raise additional funds. Postal 
rates jump significantly over a 12-page size. 
We are able to cover the thousand dollars 
(Canadian) that it now takes, through subs, 
donations and our own contributions. But to 
go any larger does mean that we have to come 
up with about $600.00 more. Outside groups 
or individuals who find our work useful and 
worthwhile should consider sending us a 
donation, especially if you’ve been reading 
the PNS fora while without contributing. We 
know that most prisoners are unable to con- 
tribute anything. But, considering that we are 
read by a few thousand prisoners, there are 
probably enough prisoners who could send 
in even a couple of dollars, to help get us 
closer to doing another large issuc. 


We would like to increase our distribu- 
tion to non-prisoners in the U.S. If you want 
some copies to distribute to your community 
or political groups, you can receive multiple 
copies for the costs of mailing. Any extra 
money would be appreciated. 


We are trying to get through our pile of 
unanswered letters, but considering that we 
get 25 letters a week, including subscription 
requests, it is no small matter. Soif we haven’t 
answered your letter, please be patient, or 
better yet, write again. Wealways like to hear 
what you have to say. 


We are tentaively planning on doing a 
special section on the native strugglein North 
America. Topics will include (amongst oth- 
ers) the situation of the First Nations in Can- 
ada, the plight of native brothers and sisters 
inside, and articles with an overview of this 
crucial fight. If you wish to contribute graph- 
ics or articles, please send them to Bulldozer. 
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From Behind The Wire: 
View Of The Gulf War 


by Raymond Luc Levasseur 


The: Amerikan Gulag is now the largest in the 
world. The motherfucker of all prison systems. The 
united states imprisons more of its citizens than any 
country on earth, and more Black people than are 
taken down by apartheid. When the u.s. isn't busy 
supporting apartheid it’s busy practicing it. A type of 
re-enslavement. The price of freedom says our gov- 
ernment includes over one million children, women 
and men imprisoned behind the bars of the amerikan 
flag. A cost of living increase which includes the 
unemployed, homeless, hungry and sick. We have 
entered the killing zone that constitutes crimes against 
humanity, which is to say, a particularly heinous 
offense committed during war. The government says, 
and we damn well know, that war wages within the 
borders of Amerika. The poor of Amerika are more 
endangered of life and limb than the Amerikan sol- 
dier parked in the Persian Gulf. Death bears out this 
fact. 


Prisoners of class and conflict; prisoners of op- 
pressed nations and nationalities; political prisoners 
and prisoners of war against colonialism. 


The Prisoners Rights Union (California) recently 
completed a study which concluded that extreme 
forms of “discipline”, ranging from beatings and 
assaults of prisoners to sensory deprivations for pro- 
longed periods are the norm in maximum security 
prisons across the u.s.. The norm in amerika is to 


subject prisoners to neglect, abuse and the longest 


sentences in the world (amerika has a penchant for 
records). Flagship Marion is symptomatic in that it 
has been continually locked down since 1983 and 
cited by Amnesty International for every one of the 


` 


Think about it — over one million prisoners 
waiting to return to the army of under- and unem- 
ployed. That's equivalent to the total number of sol- 
diers on both sides of the Gulf War. The prisoners are 
coming hometo pay their respects after yearsofbeing 


abused, assaulted, humiliated, sensory deprived and | 


worked for criminal wages. Out of a revolving door 
through which another million will eventually pass; 
tormented with symptoms of PTSD, ready to implode 
or explode upon impact with the amerikan landscape. 
It should be some homecoming. 


If recidivist statistics mean anything, we know 
that the large majority will commit further crimes — 
to survive, to signify, to strike back. We will have the 
lumpen and bottomed-out working class attheir worst 
unless we can wake up the consciousness, triumph, 
human dignity and develop a base from which we can 
organize and seriously kick in survival programs on 
multiple levels. Survival implies at least an appren- 
ticeship with the martial arts. 


The left and I. The movements and us. The left 
had a brief fling with prisoners in this country but it 
has long since passed. Ironic, given the numbers and 
composition of the prison population. The extended 
families. Ittookthe Attica uprising and George Jackson 
to force their attention span beyond what it was ac- 
customed to. Today there is little meaningful recogni- 
tion of political prisoners. The perception seems to be 
there is no political capital to be had in defending 
those who have been captured. Not enough of us to 
bother with what you say? A soccer stadium filled to 
bursting is more in line with your world view? By 
then you'll be looking at your broken finger bones 
wondering who'll remember you? Workers? Don’t 
start me talkin’, I'll tell everything I know. An aca- 
demic issue with too many groups whose leadership 
and perspective is middle class. The poor? “The 
People” if you like them; lumpen if you have reserva- 
tions. My kind of people. But it’s hard row to hoe 
when you don't havea potto pissin. But wedo get lots 
of ink in the literature. Soldiers? Ah yes — the prole- 
tariat armed. Serious weaponry. Lots of recent em- 
phasis on organizing GI's — a necessary component 
ofanti-warand anti-imperialist organizing.But where 
was the effort before the deployment of the Gulf? It’s 
been playing catch-up with a blitzkreig. There have 
been some laudable efforts but much of it came from 
a defensive posture of opportunistic design, with 
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some anti-war formations wrapped in their own 
version of yellow ribbons. 


There was an organizational rep who asked my 


opinion on the Gulf War, from the perspective of a 


Viet Nam veteran, though not from the perspective of 
a soldier still at war. Understandable request, but a 
real piece of irony none the less. I spend twelve 
months in the Viet Nam combat zone. I spent 120 


months fighting from clandestinity right here in the. 


heart of the beast. Yet my Viet Nam service draws 
more interest, as it often did in past media interviews. 
Why is that? The government indicted me for sedi- 
tion covering the years 1974-1984 stating “...it was 
further part of the conspiracy that the defendants did 
state in a communique that as a matter of revolution- 
ary principal and strategy, we must expose and attack 
military contractors like Honeywell (among other 
misdeeds, a producer and peddler of cluster 
bombs)...we must continue to attack U.S. imperial- 


ism, its military, and its war producers. That defen- . 


dants requested, encouraged, incited and asked other 
persons, known and unknown to them, to commit 
acts of sabotage and armed actions.” 


Ask me about war profiteers and white collar 
mercenaries out there pimping for the government, 
and why I advocate sweeping away all pests!! 


I confess that my first act of sabotage was in 1964, 


at the volatile age of seventeen. This was several years- 


before | became politically conscious and active. | 
learned how to sabotage machinery from French-Ca- 


' nadians in the mill where we worked. The owners 


were burning us out with speed-ups and other haz- 
ards so wethrew the proverbial shoe, le sabote, intothe 
machines. Temporary relief in a non-union shop. 
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do they think of me as a young dude in ‘Nam, 1966- 
67, rather than a seasoned veteran from a ten year 
hitch underground (where in some respects I saw 
more action than in Viet Nam). Do they see in my 
reflection the blood in my eye, the unabashed mili- 
tancy, the faded pay stubs, tarnished dreams, physi- 
cal deprivation, the prison within the prison within 
the prison? (During the sedition trial, I showed folks 
photos of me from the ‘Nam — steel pot, flak jacket, 
M-14, machine gun on standby. That isn’t you, they 
respond. Can't be. Is it?). I"m asked what it was like to 
fight for the government, rather than my more sig- 
nificant and meaningful fight against the govern- 
ment. Certainly, every soldier bears witness. In 

Viet Nam I got a birds eye view of bomb craters 

from the shotgun seat next to the door gunner. 

I saw a couple of gunships go down, killing 14- 

15 men, but I didn’t see broken bodies. I saw a 

few dead and wounded when our convey hit a. 
mine. I was pulled deep into the eyes of the Viet 
Namese people. 

But today, you want to see aerial bombardment, 
you turn on the sharp color images of the television. 
Then listen carefully, very carefully, to the survivors. 
What I can do is give you basic instruction on how to 
attack war criminals and their collaborators. 


eS a 
nen X 


There’s been much timely analysis of the Gulf 
War and folks can contemplate it. This war used up 
more analysis than small arms ammunition. On the 
plus side there is Noam Chomsky who knows how to 


engage the enemy with his pen. Intellectual dyna- - 


mite. The man’s writing smokes. 


The point is, it’s been said, underlined, under- 
scored, wrung out, and said again. So, asks Philip 
Berrigan, why the surprise and shock when a declin- 
ing empire sinks its teeth into the Third World; when 
it bleeds humanity to salvage its own existence? We 
have a thousand books, social upheavals, wars and 

revolutions that map out theimperial strategy. Not to 
mention what's been happening in our own suffering 
and dying communities. The Gulf War was preceded 
by the U.S. invasion of Panama. The continuing car- 
nage in El Salvador didn’t stop because of transgres- 
sions in the Gulf. The priorities of imperialism still 
weave its web in Southern Africa. 


Berrigan goes on to ask — Whois responsible for 
this war? His answer — All of us. I tend to agree. 


. pendable. During the First World War, Big Bill 
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_ — in this instance, the 1 
shima and Nagasaki. 
Consider this: the z 
Gulf was 26. (In Viet Na 
highschool diplomas. 
trained, and part of the 
world. If they step out 
and the improved GI] bi 
for their actions. They 
limelight as long as the 
continues to repeat its 


Let's not begin by looking at the higher echelon 
of the military-industrial complex. Everyone who is 
criticizing begins with the obvious. Or Iraq's occupa- 
tion of Kuwait. Again, highly culpable. Let’s begin 
with the troops since “support the troops” without 
supporting the war is one of the biggest scams to 
come out of this conflict. As bogus as the yellow rain 
over Laos that the State Department tried to pass off 
as Soviet chemicals when in fact it was the feces of 
bees. The “support the troops” scam began to de- 
velop a life of its own in the wake of a policy vote by 


those spineless spectacles in the U.S. congress. long). 
BL: : Whatever part of th 
Just to be clear; | am sympathetic with GI's, as I and operating, you bear 


am with vets, prisoners, workers and all us poor folk 
who bear a considerable burden. After all, I share the 
experience. Working with these people has been the 
focus of my political activism. Having served in the 
U.S. Army (honorably discharged, thank you) and 
Viet Nam, I’m well aware of how economic condi- 
tions and enticing drumbeats can lead one to put on 
a uniform. | fully support efforts to organize GI's and 
to implement efforts such as your own community 
sanctuary. (Refer to a broad based effort to make 
Madison, WI a sanctuary for GI resisters to the = 
Gulf War.) I thought it took a great deal of 
courage for Jeff Patterson to refuse to cross the 
line on the tarmac in Hawaii and then go on to jail 
and discharge to organize against the war. Note, 
however, the usual agenda is to ignore GI's outside of 
a major military conflict. 
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When I look at the Gulf War I see a complete un ik Sores 
waste of human life, civilian and soldier. Once again, A ose 

it’s the working class being used to kill their own. 
Again, Third World people are treated as ex- 


Haywood said there was not a piece of capi- 
talist property that was worth a laborer’s 
life to defend. A far cry from being “all 
you can be” in Army green. My sympa- 

thy with the soldier wanes when he 
picks up a rifle or other implement of 
destruction and proceeds to kill, 
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makes an interesting observation: “Black troops in 
the Gulf should have little choice but to follow or- 
ders.” In other articles I’ve seen more or less the same 
analysis applied to poor, working class, Latino, and 
women soldiers. Obviously, Hutchinson, et al were 
not at the My Lai Massacre. A massacre that can be 
said to be the legacy of the enslavement of Africans 
and decimation of Native Americans. The Amerikan 
predator, Calley and the others of the American Divi- 
sion (the cover-up went quite high) said they were 
just following orders. The sort of trench warfare 
where you shoot civilians and let them drop in a 


ied approaches to reac! 
remember the Student 
Committee and Black Pe 
the Viet Nam War — Un 
YOU, nigger”, “Receivi 
skills of killing off othe 
Nigger Die — You car 
ghettos.” Those who sz 


oe what they got themselve: 
ditch. They, too, said they had little choice but to down the busiesscend 
follow orders. There’s always a choice other than fol- - effectsofbonibardment: 


lowing orders. The Nuremberg principals prohibit a 
defense based on “following orders” when charged 
with criminal acts committed during war. In fascist El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Chile, South Africa, Indonesia, 
Israel and elsewhere, soldiers of death purport to be 
following orders. And from where are these soldiers 
recruited? Dig it —in the mother of all bombings, the 
pilots and bombardiers were just carrying out orders 
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1 hearts and minds. I also 
Nonviolent Coordinating 
inther Party posters duning 
cle Sam pointing — “I want 
2 valuable training in the 


T oppressed people”, “Die 







vt die fast enough in the 


that soldiers can’t help 
into have never had to look 
of an M16 or suffered the 
ad shelling. Remember the 
jet Nam Veterans Against 
” investigation? That was 


id stopping a war, not mak- 


ing in it. 


litical prisonersin Amerika 


of the left that holds us 


olitical/military activities 


they don’t approve of. Yet now they support the di- 
visions which drive the armada into the middle east 
(“support the troops, not the war!”). 


When haveamerikan soldiers protected the rights 
of workers or oppressed nations? On the contrary. 
From Detroit and Newark, to Managua (many times) 
and Grenada, as occupation forces and strikebreak- 
ers, soldiers have acted as thugs for Wall Street, to 


_ paraphrase marine Major General Smedley Butler. 


Offer them friendship and refuge, organize them if 
you can, encourage resistance, but in the final analy- 
sis you have to be prepared to bring some of them 


down. 


This is not an accusation of war crimes against 
the individual soldiers and armies. A search for war 
criminals begins with the higher ranking officers, 


well-placed politicians, money makers, on down to 


the murderer hiding in uniform. However, with all 
the winning attributes being ascribed to the troops, I 
figure it’s also fess-up time for GI Joe and Josephine. 


I’ve experienced the law of gravity enough to 
know that shit rolls downhill. When you pull onthe 
thread, as you peel back layers of insulation and 

follow the paper trail, you will come across greater 
degrees of responsibility and culpability, until all 
covered with shit is the war-criminal collaborators. 


When bombs and missiles rained down on Iraq, 
killing and wounding thousands of civilians, this 
hardware bore the fingerprints of military personnel. 
It also bore the prints of the workers and technicians 
of the highest paid work force in the world. When I 


say fingerprints are on the smoking gun, I mean liter- 


ally and figuratively. 


The imperialists then tell the Iraqi’s after 
~ slaughtering their families, that they 

are to blame the president of their 

VEE country for the deaths. How conven- 
ient. Bush must be eating too many 
Twinkies, like the murderer of Harvey 
Milk, to proffer such a sorry-assed de- 
fenseofhis criminal conduct. Prob- 
lem is, people eat it up. Injustice 


ne Froves.G ee riati 4 


CHOLI. 
ee 


It rook die Amenkans and 
the Brits a month or so to drop 
more bombs and explosives than any 
equivalent time period in WWII. The 

bomings ofa civilian air raid shel- 

ter in Baghdad drew the 
G Æ Z most attention, and dis- 
tortion. Children were in- 
cinerated along with their 
mothers and elders. They 
were hit by one or two GBU- 

27's, 2,000 1b. bombs manufactured by Texas 


_ Instruments (when they aren’t making calculators). 


These bombs were adapted for use by the “stealth” 
F117. Prior to the bombing, Defense (sic) Secretary 
Dick Cheney and Joint Chiefs chairman General Colin 
Powell stopped by a Stealth squadron in Saudi to 
autograph a pair of 2,000 Ib. bombs. In criminal law 
parlance this is a “signature” bomb which identifies 


_ the perpetrator. Aiding and abetting. This single act 


of callous disrespect for human life qualifies them for 
war crimes trials under Nuremberg. 

In real deal terms, massive air power always 
blows away any pretense to rules of war. Strategic 
bombing of cities, saturation bombing, cluster bombs, 
napalm, chemicals, — Hiroshima, Dresden, Hanoi, 
Hamburg, Coventry, Rouen, Rotterdam, Tokyo, 
Haiphong, with greaterand greater death tolls among 
civilians, along with many dead conscripts clutching 
their useless rifles. 


The bombardment of Iraq has targeted the life- 
lines of cities and towns: neighborhoods, factories, 
schools, transportation,and communication systems, 
fuel and water systems. As] write this, the bombing 
has ceased but children continue to suffer and die 
from the devastation, particularly the destruction of 
water supplies and sewage systems. There’s more 
than one way to kill a kid from a warplane. 


] found itinteresting whena USAF general played 
a video of the bombing of the Iraqi Ministry of 
“Defense” which he referred to as “my counterpart”. 
The pentagon, to be sure. This made me curious as to 
what the general's reaction would be if the pentagon 
were bombed. Would he begin raging about a cow- 
ardly criminal terrorist act? Most certainly he would. 


Here I sit in a prison cell, pulling down a life 


_sentence of 45 years for bombing U.S. military facili- 


is Bee cruel whenit ee 





ties wherenota person received so much asascratch. 
Facilities of those who are knee deep in the blood of 
the people of Central America. Indeed, aggression 
must stop here! Look at the heavy prison sentences 
laid on the Resistance Conspiracy comrades for 
bombing that millionaires’ club in the Capitol build- 
ing — a righteous response to the invasion of Gre- 
nada. Tim Blunkand Susan Rosenberg tortured with 
a 58 year sentence for the mere possession of explo- 
sives. 


U.S. warplanes have been obliterating court- 
houses, post offices and other government buildings 


... the war profiteer: 

a two-legged animal with a 
cork-screw soul, a water- 
logged brain, a combination 
backbone of jelly and glue. 
Where others have hearts, 
he carries attumor of 

rotten principles. 





including that of the Ba'ath Party. Lethal and sym- 
bolic bombings. Can you imagine the reaction to a 
bombing of a dominant party headquarters in Wash- 
ington, D.C. anytime these parties foment some act 
of territorial aggression! They'd have to operate out 


~ of bunkers if they took their international law seri- 


ously (but of course they never did until Kuwait). 


For no discernible reason other than the sheer 
terror value of it, U.S. planes strafed Jordanian and 
Sudanese refugees fleeing the destruction of the 
cities. In the most gruesome attack 60 were killed on 
a couple of buses, including children who were 
burned todeath. Whatisthe punishment for burning 
children to death in act of war? I recall a case back in 


eb iat made national D whena man put 
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Ge SO e E in prison they had to Te hani in 


protective custody. But for Air Amerika, it’s busi- 
ness as usual and quite deliberate, as college edu- 
cated pilots press button after button, dropping bomb 
after bomb, for which they are decorated for service 
to their community. 


Recall in the early 70’s when Viet Nam Veterans 
Against the War had to switch gears and focus onthe 
massive air war and the “electronic, battlefield”. I 


remember having to work harderat holding people’s ` 


attention ona war where the body bags weren’t com- 
ing back at such a brisk rate. Frustration, trying to 
convince people their government was violating the 
sanctity of human life by systematically killing so 
many Viet Namese. The electronic gadgetry and dis- 
tant air strikes provided a buffer from which they 
could relieve themselves of the bloody stain of 
Amerikkka’s war crimes. ] have no more sympathy 
for bomber pilots than do their victims, which is to 


Say, none. 


With each war the U.S. has engaged i in this cen- 
tury, the numbers of civilian casualties, compared to 
military, has increased. More and more civilians 
killed for each soldier that dies. In the U.S. war 
against Indochina, civilians were 85% of the victims. 
This war may equal or surpass that. The number of 
Iraqi military deaths may never be known, most of 
them conscript, blown to pieces by unchallenged 
aircraft. 


It is a thousand word picture to watch techni- 
cians, ground crews, pilots and bombardiers fondle 
their explosives and write slogans of bravado on the 
bombs. Marx must be rolling over in his grave with 
this sort of working class disunity. With the back- 
ground research, we just might find the diversified 
holdings of a war contractor have been cranking out 
these vile yellow ribbons and plastic flags. They are 
likethat, you know, cranking our light fixturesin one 
city and machine guns in the next. How many people 
pass through Burlington, Vermont or Biddeford, 


Maine realizing plants in both communities produce 


enormous amounts of machine guns? Theses are not 
“defense contractors,” they are merchants of death 
peddling their product line, technology, and skills 
rather than some rudimentary combat training. I’m 
reminded of Jack London’s description of The Scab, 
which can be adopted by the war profiteer: a two- 


legged animal withacork-screw soul, a water-logged 
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brain,a combination backbone of jelly and glue. Where 


others have hearts, he carries a tumor of rotten prin- 


ciples. 


Some of these profiteers need to end up before 
war crimes tribunals. As Hitler’s finance minister said 
at the Nuremberg war crimes trials, “If you want to 
prosecute the industrialists who made possible the 
rearmament of Germany, then you will end up prose- 
cuting your own industrialists.” He was referring to 
U.S. corporations that supplied a generous flow of aid 


and loans to the fascists. Included was General Motors | 


which had a direct pipeline to Germany’s war ma- 
chine. GM today is a major military contractor. Play- 
ing both sides of a conflict to make a financial killing 
is nothing new, though the Gulf War has served to 
more clearly illustrate the interlocking parts. 


During the 1980’s, the United Freedom Front and 


others began to target war profiteers. With good rea- 


son, as their communiques indicate» After bombing 
the General Electric offices of the aerospace strategic 
planning and aircraft design division, the UFF action 
and communique focussed on GE’s production role 
onthe A37 “counterinsurgency” warplaneand 7.62mm 
minigun. There were and are being used as you read 
this against the Salvadorean resistance and the terror 
campaign against the civilian population. The UFF 
also attempted to prod the conscience of the indus- 
tries’ workers, to act to stop the bleeding of other 
workers and peasants. Todo something for the benefit 
of humanity. 


The level of collaboration remains high, particu- 
larly during recessionary times and phases of patriotic 
fervor. The war profiteers pay good money because 
war and the constant preparation and prodding for it 
remains good business. Unfortunately, much of the 
privileged middle class like to tout the idea they area 
kindly and just people; the mythology of the white 
proletariat. A hard nut to crack, yet something needs 
to be done if there is to be resistance on a wider front. 


During the course of this sort of war I notice the 
focus on Raytheon Corporation. Raytheon’s infra- 
structure is prominent on the high-tech highway while 
circles Boston. During the sedition trial the RECS 
nent alleged beaucoup surveillance notes Of R: 
theon were seized from one of the houses. APOE IOR 
is nine-tenth of the crime,” in this case seditious con- 
spiracy (fortunately the jury felt 9/10 was not enough 
to topple the government). It’s a cakewalk to get to 
many of these facilities, which others involve a much 
more concerted effort. Until the Patriot Missile was 
launched most people were unaware that Raytheon is 





_ the nation’s second largest supplies of military elec- 


tronics. Not withstanding the focus on the defensive 
mode of the Patriot, their weaponry and technology is 
lethal and offensive in the extreme. Significantly, Ray- 
theon is the largest non-governmental employer in 
Massachusetts. People plead to get jobs at Raytheon. A 
recent letter (Z Magazine) from an anti-war employee 
stated that he had sought to organize the workers 
against the war. A little something on the path of least 
resistance, but even his modest efforts proved futile. 

When Bush showgd-up at the plant to address the 
troops, the workers responded with red, white and 
blue flags provided by Raytheon. The money’s not just 
good, it’s sweet. In upstate New York the u.s. arsenal 
at Watervliet had been laying off until the violent 
advent of this things called New World Order. Layoffs 
were cancelled and production resumed on the 120 

mm guns forthe M-1A1 tank. Local citizens say thatas 
long as there’s war they’l] have to work. They point 
out that the war has improved morale considerable 
which had been at a low ebb with layoffs. The entire 
community is awash in something resembling yellow 


~ baby shit. The $12.00 salary can’t be beat in an area 


where manufacturing is dying out and the largest 
employer (N.Y. state) is laying off. 


Cross country in Minneapolis, workers at Alliant 
Techsystems (manufacturers of 25 mmshells for APC’s) 
went on strike. Community sentiment turned against 
the strike when the war began in earnest. The strike 
was said to to be against the interests of U.S. troops; 
i.e., u.s. policy and the strikers settled without a con- 
cession being made by management. They returned to 
an average wage of $12.40. 


I read an interesting piece in Newsweek entitled, 
“Should We Kill Saddam?” “We” has been one of 
those terrible exploited words. The author of this 
article teaches the “law of war” to marine officers at 
Quantico. His conclusion is that Saddam is suitable for 


assassination or death by other violent methods be- 
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G u lf War continued 


cause: 1) he’sa member of the military within 
a chain of command, 2) wears a uniform with 
rank insignia, and 3) carries armsopenly.I see 
the same rationale as being applicable to the 
Commander in Chief of the U.S. Armed Forces, 
George Bush, as well as Quayle (the thinking 
person’s National Guardsman), Cheney, Pow- 


_ ell, and others. The CIA don't often wear 


camos but do build incredible killing ma- 
chines. Bush is the lead man in every sense of 
the military term, within a military frame- 
work. As for uniform with insignia, the more 
recent Protocols to the Geneva Convention 
(adapting rules of war to anti-colonial and 
national liberation struggles) moot this point. 
Guerrillas seldom wear epaulets. Besides, a 
windbreaker with executive logo or a three- 
piece suit is as much uniform you need these 
days to carry out acts of barbarism. As for car- 
rying arms openly, well, openly or concealed, 
or whether you have a group of thugs carry- 
ing them around you, it all comes downtothe 
power and capacity to kill (the FMLN should 
hang on to that photo of VP Quayle wielding 
a shoulder-fired missile launcher with Salva- 
dorean soldiers looking on. Exhibit — war 
crimes trial — from which thedead of Central 
America will speak). The Newsweek articles 
didn’t propose a trial or tribunal for Saddam, 
just a quick kill. Turning the analogy around 
is the sort of political thinking that ends up as 
evidence at sedition trials. 
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I think most of us realize that Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait was wrong from jump street, 
as were any abuses committed under occupa- 
tion. However, it’s unfortunate that the gen- 
eral public’s introduction to international law 
comes about through these- events. It has 
become easy for the media to manipulate the 
forest into a tree. The public is functionally 
illiterate when it comes to international law, 
its applicability, and the role of the united 
states in thwarting it. One need only examine 
the abysmal voting record of the u.s. in the 
United Nations to see that the u.s. has frus- 
trated the implementation of international 
law at every turn (particularly in the Security 
Council wherethe us. holds veto power). The 
u.s. has vetoed or voted against UN resolu- 
tions that condemn the invasion of Panama; 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon and the occupa- 
tion of Palestine; the condemnation for the 
u.s. support of contras and other acts of ag- 
gression and economic war against Nicara- 
gua (which was also declared unlawful by the 
World Court); and a whole range of UN ini- 
tiatives which sought to preserve and protect 
human rights, implement nuclear disarma- 
ment, put an end to apartheid and u.s. coloni- 
alism in Puerto Rico. And that’s just a small 
sampling. Not only does the u.s. block the im- 
plementation of international law, it is one of 
the most frequent violators of it. Now it 
demands immediate compliance under pun- 
ishment of death. 


The u.s. role in the Gulf is one of unilat- 
eral military action with the most powerful 


force in the world. It was intended to present 
the ultimate obstacle to peaceful negotiation 
and resolution of the conflict. The UN resolu- 
tions became u.s. resolutions as politicians 
travelled the globe stuffing u.s. dollars and 
other bribes into the pockets of desperate 
governments. Thus, it somehow becomes le- 
gitimate to wage high intensity war over 
Kuwaiti self-determination while the Pales- 
tinians are stripped of their homeland and 
u.s. storm troopers run roughshod in 
Panama. That level of hypocrisy and deceit 
will bring the chickens home to roost. 


There will be no post-war crimes tribu- 
nal. The rhetoric around war crimes (e.g. the 
video performance of u.s. POWs) is intended 
to appease an acquiescent public with a quick 
fix. Nuremberg involves acts which consti- 


tute crimes against humanity (such as apart- 


heid, which the u.s. has supported in all its 
manifestations for decades); warcrimes (such 
as the u.s. committed in Viet Nam, Panama 
and by proxy in El Salvador); and crimes 
against peace (for which the World Court 
found the u.s. culpable in its attack against 
Nicaragua). The u.s. would never tolerate an 
internationally supervised war crimes trial 
that examined the conduct of the victor as 
well as the vanquished. An honest applica- 
tion of Nuremberg principles would lead to 


_the indictment of political, corporate and 


military leaders from the highest levels of the 
u.s. ruling class. There is no statute of limita- 
tions On war crimes and crimes against 
humanity. 


( UH s ) 
l $ WHY Does 
& OUR 
E 2 | pomeless TA 
N popuLATION 


OH 











CONTINUE 





To preserve oUR 
WAY OF LiFe / 





Note Bush’s interest in Amnesty Interna- 
tional’s report on-human rights abuses by 
Iraq. “Must reading” says George, clutching 
the report to his heart. Bush should keep on 
reading right through Amnesty’s reports of 
horrendous human rights abuses in El Salva- 
dor, Guatemala, Chile, South Africa, Israel, 
Indonesia, Turkey, etc. etc. — all of whom are 
u.s. client states and allies in counter-insur- 
gency. Turkey receives enormous u.s. aid 
while updating the book on torture and re- 
pression including persecution of the Kurds. 
While Bush clutched Amnesty’s report on 
Iraq, the first aerial bombardment began. 
While the public's eye was diverted, full u.s. 
military aid was restored to the fascist regime 


‘in El Salvador — January 16th. On January 


21st, the government soldiers went in to the 
Salvadoran village of El Zapote and carried 
out another bloodbath, shooting and hacking 
to death 15 innocents. El Salvador’s non- 
governmental Human Rights Commission 
cites the Salvadoran army for the assassina- 
tion of over a thousand civilians in 1991 
(another 185 deaths were ascribed to that 
specialcategory — government death squads). 
On January 29th, the united states provided 
the Salvadoran government with more war 
planes and helicopter gunships. 


Coincidentally, I received an Amnesty 
International report on Police Torture in 
Chicago, Illinois dated December 1990. That's 
Chicago, United States of America. 


You gotto figure there’s some evil doings 
going down when the favorite pinup of GIs is 


-= who ae in the way. 


a cop. Yes, indeed, Ms. Jacqueline Phillips 
Guibord, a Provo, Utah police officer resplen- 


dent in Wrangler jeans, badge and shotgun. 


(no mere prop, it looks like a Remington Riot 
12 gauge). The police— first line of defense in 
the sand of class conflict and war. The pigs 
(you wonder why we call you pigs?) — vio- 
lent, abusiveand racist. Seen recently through 
video eyes in Los Angeles stomping another 
body. Any Mexican, Black and poor white 
folk from L.A. will tell you that police brutal- 
ity has been a fact of life for them as long as 
they can remember. 


= 


The New World Order is little more than 
a violent announcement that the Old World 
Order willcontinue with added gusto. Expect 
the police to emphasize this point on the 
home front. 


General H. Norman Schwarzkoph, 
commander of u.s. forces in the gulf, says 
Amerika is the world’s police officer. Dictator 
in trouble, oligarchy trembling, popular forces 
mobilizing, human rights finding its expres- 
sion, oil in jeopardy — call 911 Amerikkka 
and Schwarzkoph will bring in the special 
weapons and tactics. His daddy responded 
likewise when he went to the aid of the Shah 
oflran, pumping iron into the notorious Savak, 
secret police. Indeed, Schwarzkoph’s daddy 
was at one time commander of the New Jer- 
sey State Police. NJSP, who cut down Zayd 
Shakur and Assata and which today holds 
our comrades in captivity. NJSP, those exhib- 
itors of nazi fashion and paraphernalia, who 
continue to torment Third-World people who 
make the mistake of getting into a car in New 
Jersey. Far afield you say? Perhaps, I don't 
like the po-lease — but the element of fascism 
is in their behavior. | 


Theu.s.is the world’s leading supplier of 
police and prison hardware. Supplied are 
some of the world’s most repressive regimes. 
The police, prisons, death squads, paramili- 
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The Foreign Assistance Act of 1974 pro- 
hibits u.s. military and police aidorassistance | 


to countries engaged in human rights viola- 


tions. The law is virtually ignored while sol- 


diers and police work that side of the street. 


Nazi propagandist Herman Goering once 
said, “Naturally the common people don’t 
want war...but after all it’s the leaders of the 
country whodeterminethe policy...the people 
can always be brought to the bidding of their 
leaders...all you have to do is tell them they 
are being attacked, and denounce the paci- 
fists (etc.) for lack of patriotism and exposing 
the country to danger. It works the same in 
every country.” And so it does. It sucked me 
into the Viet Nam war 25 years ago. Saddam 
worked the crowds with it. Bush has proved 
to be a master of deceit stroking the 3-card 
Monte crowd that was waiting to be taken to 
the cleaners. 


For their part american citizens have not 


had direct contact with with the human ele- 


ment of war, such as their counterparts in 
war-swept cities and countryside. They don’t 
receive the full impact of the suffering and 
blood which war brings to bear on a people. 
They have not had their schools, hospitals, 
and factories bombed or children turned to 
ashes beforetheir eyes (an exception —thein- 
cinerationof MOVE families in Philadelphia). 
To Americans, other workers and peasants 
are turned into the enemy, asubhuman mass 
molded into copy by pentagon representa- 
tives and acompliant news media. What does 
it say for the national character of amerika 
which condones the carnage employed against 
the poor, wherever on this earth imperialism 
corners them? When the Ugly American 
becomes more upset over the price of gaso- 
lineand a pound of coffee than with the rising 
cost of injustice? 


There is nota single, valid reason for any 
poor and working class person to sacrifice 
their life for this New World Order. No moral 
authority, nor moral higher ground from 
which to claim a soldier dies for humanity 
and human rights to prosper. No justification 
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for the death and maiming of so many civil- 
ians. 


The polls point to overwhelming sup- 
port for Bush and his war. I don’t doubt the 
results of these polls, it’s obvious a sort of 
mass psychosis is throbbing, but I’ve never 
been questioned by any of these pollsters, 
through all the wars and conflicts. Never 
known anyone who has. Must be we don’t 
live in the right neighborhoods. The wake of 
war victory and other jingoistic proclivities 
will make it difficult to organize on the home 
front. We have yet to feel the full brunt of 
reaction. For some of us there may be hell to 


pay. 


And homecomes the soldier. Let me step 





... lt somehow becomes 
legitimate to wage high 
Intensity war over Kuwaiti 
self-determination while 
the Palestinians are 
Stripped of their 
homeland and u.s. 

storm troopers run 
roughshod in Panama. 


further back to my own return from Viet 
Nam, 24/Dec/67. What’s all this gruff about 
Nam vets being spit on and abused by the 
people? (Need I comment on whatI’ddo with — 
someone misguided enough to spit on me, 
past or present!). | know of no such incident 
myself and view this sort of thing as the 
exception. More common, especially in the 
earlier yae was forGI’sand assorted macho 


petty harassment to serious $ vamping. Some 
folks were frightened or put off by GI's. There - 
are still folks back in my hometov wn who- 
explain away my political life by saying I got 
violent and alienated in Viet Nam. When 
VVAW became a significant part of the anti- 
war movement, the lines began to blur. Ac- 
tive duty Gls joined the resistance. Hell man, 
we rejuvenated the whole movement. If any- 
one was abusing us it was the pigs and our 
own government. 


When I got used as a doormat after re- 
turning from Nam, it was by the power of the 
state. During a period of political activity and 
anti-war work, | got bashed in the teeth with 
their cannabis laws. The intolerance and lack 
of understanding were frightening. Then it 
started to further unfold, the blacklisting (man, 
Icouldn’t get @ tucking job!); the vets in prison; 
the scourge of V.A. hospitals; Agent Orange; 
Black veterans without justice; homeless vets 
(to the point where today the government 
itself admits that a third of homeless men are 
veterans); PTSD and the spiraling problems 
with alcohol and drug abuse. And political 
repression, some of which targeted Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War. 


At VFW watering holes the most patri- 
otic of all veterans looked with disdain atthe 
young Vietnam vets. Which is as close as I 
came to getting spit on. My own father, a 
world war II veteran, has not spoken to me 
since 1969 because he felt it was traitorous of 
me to oppose the war and support the Black 
liberation struggle. 


Contracts are written in blood. Who are 
Bush and the multinationals scheming with 
today that they'll want to throw young sol- 
diers against tomorrow? 


This was a relatively short war, about six 
weeks, but with an assemblage of immense 
killing power. The ground war, nothing short 
of a rout, lasted a matter of hours. Approxi- 
mately 100 KiA’s among u.s. forces. The 
marines lost more than double that in the “83 


Continued on page I 
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_ yet, L.A.’s pig chief daryl 


_BLA was righteously assassinating pigs in 


~. only to deal with the situation accordingly, 


_ sisters who are committed to fighting on this 
order are either in prison or exiled — not to 


_ and doomed. Everybody can’t be clerks, dip- 
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ment’s press; so what’s the problem(?)! The 
pigs must not be allowed to continue to vio- 
late our people with impunity; unchecked 
attacks have always encouraged aggression. 
It’s mandatory that We drop those harmless 
pens and pencils, and pick upthe mighty gun 
and address this problem — you'll sec the 
change. 


Let’s Have Some 
Unity! 


Feb/21/91 
Greetings in Solidarity and Struggle! 


The sooner begun, the sooner done. The PNS helps meto stay abreast ofevents 


and issues on the outside. Asa prison activist 
and revolutionary who has actively been 
involved in the African Liberation Struggle 
and the struggle of the world’s poor and 
oppressed, I would like to offer a few 
observations and comments to your readers, 
especially other serious revolutionaries. 


What Comes Around 
Should Go Around 


Trenton, N.J. 


Name withheld by Bulldozer. We've recently 
heard of a case where an article published in the 
PNS is being used against the author. This has 
made us cautious about publishing names for 
certain articles. 


For decades New Afrikans have been 
forced to wrestle with theevil dilemma of pig 
brutality and how to respond to it effectively. 
The forces of oppression will have Us believe 


I don’t think anyone involved in struggle 
should be above criticism and I subscribe to 

_ the notion that criticism and self-criticism are 
essential and fundamental to any revolution- 






















that the (millions) of cases of modern day pig eee ee eee ary effort. However, I don’t think criticism 
brutality inflicted on New Afrikans are.all (pit ae ef ==)  shouldbethesum total of our contribution to 
individually isolated situations. iS ee ~—srevoilutionary struggle. We should temper 
7 pee EE = our criticism in accord with the primary ob- 

Being politically conscious allows Us to gag alae eee jectiveof revolutionary struggle. Ifthe masses 
place this dilemma in the proper historical ed ae oem! ae aa of people are not being mobilized by our 
context it rightfully belongs, and to recognize ee LEA, efforts then we are failing in our methods, 
it as simply the calculated per- : eo ee ee aes and perhaps in our under- 
petuation of systematic geno- T ee ee ee | fy standing of revolutionary 
cide of a people which origi- Ny a ge eee Bag goals and objectives. My con- 
nated as a direct result of slav- 4 i Se age E Sen f EPs cern is that we are quick to 
ery. I f eee ANE AA RL Pie ae ip A AET 3 i 444 publicly criticize but slow to 
a Ay se EE IE Diao ETE publicly praise. We will never 

The recent case of (Rod- ex si See Es ST EEA have 100% agreement 
ney King) being viciously bru- s&s ae E - SEA: 7 onanyissuebut wecan 
talized by sadistic Los a Bia have 100% respect on 


every issue. We must 
learn to have respect 
for ideas, methodol- 
__ ogy, etc. other than our own. 


Angeles pigs was fortu- Se 
nately recorded for the = 
entire world to witness, 





gates’ initial reaction wasto defend these eee 
pigs by foolishly suggesting the public os 
‘not always believe their eyes!” ish 


— Some of us have become so counterpro- 
27... ductive that we don't and won't support any 


po i oua o O idea or effort that we don’t initiate ourselves. 
eS 













_ Because this, particular situation rotate ints, esa 


r igs involved (may) os : 

convicted and spend a few years in jail; bu : 
cane ‘ortheNew at | More On POWs and 
Political Prisoners 





se 





mentality. Many have died unknown, many 
endure unknown. | am only one of the many, 
and certainly not the most deserving of any 
political prisoner status, so do keep this in 
mind.” 


would this constitute justice for the New Af- 
rikan Nation — would this earn Us genuine 
respect(?)!; of course not —a colonized people 
could (never) obtain true justice from any 
institution which represents the very system 
that colonizes them. The (only) legit and ac- 
ceptable justice in cases such as these is 
revolutionary justice — speaking to the en- 
emy in a language they not only understand, 
but respect. 


lagree with the brother in Tennessee and 
PNS. My suggestion is that all politicized 
social prisoners, POWs, according to thcir 
current survival strategic aims and goals 
aligned with freedom and self-determination, 
move to identify themselves and their causes 
with the Tribunal utilizing all means of out- 
side support, communications, networking 
and in-prison solidarity activities. FN! has 
been acting as a home base, and I sce no 
reason why, if plausible, the Bulldozer Col- 
lective could not do the same. In fact, logi- 
cally, it would only be practical for more 
outside sponsors to be recognized by the 
Tribunal. 


Compancros (Bulldozer Collective): 


Saludos! I have read the Jan/Feb 1991 
issue of PNS and am writing to give input 
concerning political prisoners-POWs. 


First, let me state that I have asked com- 
panero Alvaro L. Hernandez (who was re- 
cently liberated 11/Mar/91)to write PNS also 
so facts will be understood how was it that he, 
Ana Lucia Gelabert and myself were 
recognized by the Tribunal as political pris- 

-oners. Ana Lucia has already written to PNS 

_ before and she may soon again regarding this 
matter, but I believe whatever misunder- 
standings that exist will soon be cleared up 
without too much interpretation. 


Not since the days of the courageous 
Black Liberation Army (BLA) have the pigs 
been dealt with on sucha level, and it has long 
been scientifically established that pig brutal- 
ity declined drastically during the years the 


retaliation for blatant acts of pig brutality. 


It’s no doubt that the liberation move- 
ment in (amerika) is literally starving for the 
formulation of combat urban guerilla cells, 
professionally equipped and prepared not 


We're not divided companeros — we're 
united and in time we will overcome the 


The brother imprisoned in Tennessee oo 
logistical obstacles that keeps the masses from 


whose letter also appeared in the Jan/Feb 
issue of PNS states matters clear to our own 
experience, and yes there does exist a division 
until we can find an adequate means to 
identify all prisoners who because of their 
beliefs for freedom, self-determination and 
political activities are selectively attacked (in 
all forms, including murder) by the prison- 
crats. 


but to persevere thru successful politico-mili- out in the streets and in prisons. 
tary action(s). | 

Everyone, I know, does not have outside 
or even inside support; and, everyday many 
are beaten, tortured and murdered alone and 
without record. Just the other day, 4/Apr/91, 
while on temporary transit for medical rea- 
sons, | met a young black militant and an 
lrish/Indian; prisoners on medical transit also, 
but permanently assigned to lock-up (admin- 
istrative segregation) facilities like myself. 
We had an open discussion concerning the 
way our keepers manipulated our races to 
foment racism, violence and divisions. The 
young black militant explained of the racist 
retaliation going-on in lock-up at his unit and 
how it is forcing the blacks to revert to self- 
defense as a matter of life and death. The 
young Irish/Indian spoke about his political 
beliefs for both a free Ireland and Native 
American Indian self-determination. Here 
were just two more little brothers, crude, yet 
hungry for freedom and self-determination 
— who I would only know for a few hours 
inside the mazes of these warehouses and 


Unfortunately, most of the brothers and 


mention the many that were killed-in-action. 


In reality though, there are many people 
out.in the land who are actively involved in 
the struggle that refuse to rise to the occasion 
by organizing politico-military strike teams 
and responding to these racially motivated 
attacks. | 


I believe, in our cases, a combination of 
the outside support/representation and our 
previous record of legal (litigation) and po- 
litical activities over a span of 10-16 years was 
what FN! and the Tribunal’s coordinator 
recognized and went by in accepting our 
cases and listing us as political prisoners. 
However, I personally, and I believe Alvaro 
and Ana Lucia felt likewise, never and do not 
want division — in our ranks of politicized 
(social) prisoners —this was the exact reason, 
in my statement to the Tribunal, I concluded 
by stating, “Finally I would like to say that I 
am nottheonly Chicano, Black, Cuban, Puerto 
Rican, Vietnamese, South/Central American 
or white prisoner who has transformed the 
criminalized mentality into a revolutionary 


Any movement that exclusively consists 
of above-ground activities is unproductive 


lomats, social workers, attorneys, etc., which 
presently is all the liberation movement at 
large entails— Weneed revolutionary “fight- - 
ers” — Soldiers. 


Each and every onc of those coward pigs 
involved in the situation out in L.A. names ` 
were printed and televised in the establish- 


knowing the truth of what’s really going on 


FoI Si This defies revolutionary principles. We have 


a 
st 
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we disagree with but yet we can find toler- 
ance and often common ground with true 
enemies. We should question everything and 
everyone when we have legitimate concerns, 
but we should be judicial in our criticism. Our 
criticism should only be concerned with 
positive results. Destructive criticism that 
undermines basic revolutionary principles 
and goals and objectives could best be disre- 
garded and discarded. 


If weas revolutionaries would apply one 
tenth of the energy to being supportive of 
each other as we apply to criticizing and 
fighting each other we would be a lot more 
successful. While we fiddle (preoccupy our- 
selves with criticizing each other) the masses 
continue to grievously suffer, and the revolu- 


tionary struggle becomes morestagnated. Let 


us lend our attention and energy to building 
a real revolutionary movement. A revolu- 


tionary movement that can secure our com- : 


munities, feed the hungry, shelter the home- 
less and to extract justice or rescue those who 
have been captive for so many years (such as 
Geronimo Pratt, Ruchell McGee, the MOVE 
comrades, Gary Tyler, Ed Mead, Anthony 


- Bottom, etc. etc. etc.) and most of all Mumia. 


Abu-Jamal and other comrades under the 
threat of the death penalty. If revolutionaries 
were seriously taking care of business we 
would have less time to criticize each other 
and our effort and commitment would be 
manifest in positive results. 


Wecan proclaim to be whatever we desire 
but only our actions will validate what we 
really are. 


I am not a lecturer and this is not in- 
tended as a lecture. This is only something I 
felt the need to say. As I have often said, I am 
not a politician and I am not a theoretician. I 


-am a soldier and I offer only a soldier’s per- 


spective. 


Revolutionary regards to the righteous 
strugglers. 
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Richard Mafundi Lake #79972X 
100 Warrior Lane #4-93B 
Bessemer, AL 35023-7299 00 


wasiclands. 


I realize that we are growing each day — 
as the brother from Tennessee describes — 
“The prisons are just another battlefield inthe 
larger struggle for freedom and self-determi- 
nation.” And — as we grow as politicized 
(social) prisoners our organizational experi- 
ence must also start growing. Like these two 
young brothers | met — I didn’t tell them to 
declare their political prisoner status — as 
they’re becoming more and more conscious 
and politicized, but suggested that they en- 
gage in some basic forms of organizations, 
which they had no experience in. I suggested 
they make contact with certain community 
organizers I named to expose what they were 
undergoing; I suggested they file pro se civil 
rights lawsuits — and engage in a letter 
campaign to public officials. Basically, I tried 
to assist them to take initiative — as I was 
taught and helped when I was a younger 
militant. | 


This all brings me back to the logistical 
obstacles we're facing in identifying ourranks 
with our local organizations who are our 
potential supporters and sponsors to the Tri- 
bunal. And, at present, the politicized social 
prisoner must initiate this process themselves, 
addressing themselves to FN! or through 
supporters and sponsors. 


` J look forward to future developments, 
companeros! 


En La Lucha, 


Alberto Aranda #300823 
Ellis 1 Unit 
Huntsville, Texas 77343 co 


“a 


| 


_ Coprophage, said about it on 19/Mar. - 
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Water Wiggles 


The Bureau of Prisons (BOP) and its minions and 


“ henchies at USP Marion are incapable of playing 


straight regarding the contaminated water they sup- 
ply to prisoners. After innumerable denials that any- 
thing is wrong with the water, they admitted that it is 
contaminated by trihalomethanes, a group of carcino- 
gens that include chloroform. Nor was this an altruis- 
tic admission; it was an admission after being defi- 
nitely exposed. The sundry swine still refuse to admit 
any other contamination despite demonstrated pollu- 
tion of the lake from which the water is drawn with 
PCBs and heavy metals, among other toxics. But they 
have been able to prevent any independent expert 
from entering the prison to test the water and so have 
not been smoking-gun caught. 


Nevertheless, the porcine poisoners agreed to 
change the water supply, and after saying they were 
going to do so for six or seven years, have finally dug 
some wells. Warden Clark got all squirmy and menda- 
cious when asked when prisoners will actually taste 
this water, an important question considering that he 
is only the third warden to promise it “soon” and 
“within “months” and “by the end of the year” be- 
cause another well, a treatment plant and a ee 
lake remain to be built was what Warden Clark, the | 
He “will be 
safely gone from Marion and beyond question i 
then. Another highly placed administrative source 


asserted it couldn't be said when the water would be 


changed and that the holdup was “due to circum- 
stancesbeyond thebureau'scontrol”,beforethe source 
got all trembly and left the scene of questioning. 


Recently revealed information indicates that both 
these stories are lies (not that that is surprising). Ac- 
cording to a representative of the Illinois Environ- 


mental Protection Agency, four wells have already 


been completed and water from them has been tested 
and found to be good. This source said people at the 
agency were scratching their heads over why the BOP 
was not already using these wells, there being no 
technical reason not to. However, the newly passed 
Illinois law requiring that the BOP use these wells 
instead of its contaminated source doesn’t take effect 
until 2/Jan/92. The BOP is apparently going to use the 
loophole to wring that last little bit of experimental 
data from prisoners’ lives. Or maybe its sadistic offi- 
cial desire is to inflict the last little bit of physical and 
psychological abuse. Clark and conspirators. couldn’ t 
tell the truth about either. co 





Starting A Seventh 


With this issue, The Marionette embarks upon its 
seventh year of continuous publication. This has been 
no cheap trick. Between idea and execution is physical 
reality. There is official hostility, and paper and print- 
ing and stam ps and countless hours of labor to write 
and organize the writing, layout, produce and distrib- 
ute the publication you see. Noone gets paid for all this 
work, except in the coin of satisfaction from providing 
a service of valueto ourcommunity. How much of that 
we can and do get is up to you: can get because you 
finance us and give usinformation, and do get because 
only you can say to what extent we serve the commu- 
nity. With this issue, Prison News Service (PNS) also 


- begins another trip around the sun, its fifth. 


Bulldozer would like to commend Bill for all the inspi- 
ration and insight that he has given to us over the years. It 
is no small feat to be able to accomplish more from the inside 
than most people can do on the outside. It is our honor to be 
able to work so closely with him on this project. oo 
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Buddy Greene f 


WARDEN JOHN THE BOZO HAIRED RONINE 
UP FOR HIS VEW yoR 





Gambling With 
Prisoner Lives 


On 20/Apr/91, prisoners from C block 
of USP Marion noticed that a prison-made 
knife had been left near the end of the ap- 
proximately ten foot wide strip separating 
the two recreation yards closest to the gun 
tower. A camera on a tri-pod was observed 
to have been set up in the tower. The knife 
was about 12 inches of sharpened, appar- 
ently galvanized steel, large enough so it 
was clear that whatever the guards wanted 
to happen they wanted to happen on the 
yard, considering the metal detector and pat 
searches to which prisoners are subjected as 
they are brought in handcuffs. They didn’t 
want to risk losing the weapons to some 
sleight of hand to have it turn up inside 
where its possessor could have access to 
swine through the bars. One prisoner re- 
ported that he had seen the same knife used 
similarly some months earlier while in 
anotherblock. Two guards came out to check 
the knife as the last prisoners were being 
take in when rec was over, but didn’t pick 
anything up. The tower must have been 
unsure if someone had gotten away with it. 


The guards may have hoped for so little 
as to be able to photograph someone taking 
the knife and burying it elsewhere for later 
retrieval in order to write a weapon infrac- 
tion. But planting razor blades, handcuff 
keys, ctc. in the cells of despised people is no 
big deal to them, so this incident was much 
too elaborate for such small return. How- 
ever, an instanceof burying a known weapon 


l ai e jeav 


Political 
Repression 


Prisoner of War Sekou Odinga was sent 


to USP Marion forno specified reason, though 
it was implicit that his long history of radical 
political activism and conviction of armed 
struggle was the cause. Recently, Associate 
Warden Collins made punishment forSekou‘s 
politics and associations the explicit reason 
for consignment to USP Marion. During one 


Another One 


Bites 


On 16/Apr/91, it was announced 
on local media that USP Marion Warden 
John the Bozo Haired Clark will be reas- 
signed to serve as Bureau of Prisons 
(BOP) Assistant Director for Commu- 
nity Correction and Detention Programs 
in Washington, DC, on 1/July/91. Heis 
the fourth post-lockdown Marion mon- 
arch and the third whose reign was 
completely lockdown. He will be re- 
placed _by C. Allen Turner, currently 
satrap of Springfield (MO) Medical 
Center for Federal Prisoners. 


Indications are that, while techni- - 
cally a promotion, this ouster of John the 
Bozo Haired was more of a kicking 
upstairs than an ascension to sit at the 
right hand of Quinlan the Director: The 
Bozo-Haired will have only been fear- 
lessleaderofMarion for 18months when 


lant the usual 


ves, S norter a th : tO U T O I = 


on 23/ Apr, he: said that he was sur- 
prised by it, but he got all huffy and 
reticent at the question of whether this 
was a career move for which he had 


been looking and refused to discuss the 


‘matter further. That is not exactly the 


ne rie 


_ cided when and 
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of the kangaroo review hearings conducted 
at Marion, Collins further informed Sekou 
that in order to get out of Marion he would 
not only have to change his views, but his 

` associations on the streets, too. That these 
fundamental and defining traits cannot be 
changed like a shirt didn’t matter. Neither 
did popular constitutional mythology about 
freedom of thought and association. Though 
political prisoners have long been “stretched- 
out” at Marion for their politics, this escala- 
tion is ominous and foreshadows who will be. 
going to the Bureau of Prison’s new dungeon 
at Florence, CO. co 


attitude ofa manconfident ofhis workand 
pleased with the rewards he is reaping 
from it. Further, the lower the security 
rating of a person, place or thing in the 
BOP, the lower it is in the hierarchy with 
respect to others ofits kind. This means the 
bozo is going from fearless leader of dun- 
gcon Marion tobethesmallest clown under 
the bigtop in clown city USA. Perhaps the 
final straw that made Quinlan the queru- 
lous decide to shorten his leash was the 
spectacle of the clown prince swilling - 
Marion water on the front page of the local 
paper to show how swell it is, reports to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 


Not much is known about C. Allen 
Turner here in the dungeon except that he 
has been in the BOP for 18 years and has 
been warden of Springfield since 1986. 


That is not a good recommendation, con- 
sidering the abysmal medical care prison- 


ers reccive there and the controversy it has 
sparked. 


He has been heard on local radio 
saying that he plans to change nothing at © 
Marion except if changes are ordered 
toward finally ending the lockdown in 
gais on“ being transferred to 


ic} W A E of its “ 
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Di CO. Though óther admisi- li 
tive sources say that L ii ban not been desat 







the installation of Turner may oe 
vated at least in part by the prospectofthat 
happening in the next two years. oo 


on film would be useful in countering the 
arguments for having a yard instead of cells 
without roofs for outdoor recreation at the 
new dungeon being built to replace Marion 
at Florence, CO. Of course, the counter would 
be much better if someone were stabbed 
with the knife on camera, especially if it had 
been, or could be made to look, as if it was 
dug up on purpose. 


Whatever the intent of this exercise, it 
was the risk of prisoners’ lives and health, 
not to mention the punishment that is rou- 
tinely inflicted on all prisoners in an area at 
Marion when something like an assault 
occurs there. But the BOP doesn’t care about 
something as cheap to it as prisoners, as has 
been well demonstrated at Marion with the 
forever lockdown and its attendant dam- 
ages, the bad water, occasional outbreaks of 
filth borne illness, brutality and draconian 
punishments, among other things. No one, 
however, fell for the knife okeedoke and the 
implement remained where the guards had 
left it when the last prisoner departed. It was 
gone the next day. oe 





Marionette Editor: Bill Dunne, 
#10916-086, POB 1000, Marion, IL 62959. 
Articles not otherwise attributed were 
written by me. Recipients of The 
Marionette are free to reproduce or 
otherwise use the material in it — verily 
they are encouraged to do so. They are 
also encouraged to send money to Bull- 
dozer (POB 5052, Stn A, Toronto, Ont. 
Canada M5W 1W4) to help cover the costs 
of the PNS/Marionette. Without your 
support, we die. If you don’t like the news, 
go out and make some of your own. 


Marionnotes 


Spy Symps: On 9/Apr/91, two 
dozen students led by Joseph Krasner- 
Davis of the St. Louis Center for Jewish 
Concerns held a model seder outside 
Marion. It asked why Jonathan Pol- 


lard, a former Naval Intelligence anal- 
syst who's served six years of a life 


senten for spying for Israel, hasn’t 
been released. The demonstrators said 
nothing about the institutionalized 


_barbarity and violations of human 


rights of locked-down Marion. Pollard 
supporters have previously refused to 
join protests with other anti-Marion 
activists. Other Jewish groups also 
called for Pollard’s release without 
mentioning Marion’s injustice, also 
putting tenuous self-interest before 
principle. 


Escape?: On 22/Apr/91, a men- 
tally impaired prisoner who'd been 
pressured out of segregation by staff 
climbed over the recreation yard fence. 
He had only one shoe on and was 
scheduled to see the parole board the 
very next day. He was reportedly 
“subdued” by 50-70(!) guards who 
managed to arrive before he tried the 
two perimeter fences and mountain of 
razor wirconly yards from the rec yard. 
Officialdom called it the first escape 
attempt since ‘82, but it’s questionable 
that it was. It’s virtually certain this 
victim of Marion abuse and maltreat- 
ment couldn’t knowingly formulate 
such intent. o 
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Courts Used in Canada Against 
the Native Struggle 


by Jim Campbell 


A court decision in early March by the 
British Columbia Supreme Court madeitclear 
what kind of justice is available to the First 


Nations of Canada. The provincial court re- 


jected a land claim by the Gitskan 
Wet’suwet’en Indians for 22,000 acres of north- 
western B.C., ruling that if native land was 
possessed (stolen) in good faith by the set- 
tlers, then there can be no aboriginal claim for 
that land. That is, the arrival of the Europeans 
less than 150 years ago in that part of the 
country negated the rights of the indigenous 
people who have been there for thousands of 
years. If this ruling stands through the ap- 
peals to the higher provincial and federal 
courts, it would only prove what the militants 
have always said, that the courts will never 
make a decision favourable to the native 
peoples, and that it is only by fighting that 
gains will be made. 


The courts are very useful to the political 
and corporate interests that run Canada. Not 
only can they legalize colonial land theft, they 
criminalizethe Indian people when they fight 
back. Across the country, the courts are deal- 
ing with native people who have been ar- 
rested in the various struggles across the 
country. That Indian people even end up in 


court for defending their land is an issue 
itself. If the sovereignty of the First Nations 


was respected, Canada would have no legal 
jurisdiction over their territory. 


The Innu 


_ Criminal charges against the Innu were un- ` 
‘able to be heard when the court could not find 


anyone ari ing UO SCIVe- aS atianhSiatolr roOrtne | 
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proceedings in spite of offers of substantial 
sums of money. This decision was reversed 
by a higher court, overriding the supposed 
right to havea translator available for anyone 
whose mother tongue is neither English or 
French. The criminal charges stem from the 
Innu's campaign of civil disobedienceagainst 
the expansion of a NATO airbase in Labora- 
dor where low level flight training — used so 
effectively in the Persian Gulf —is disrupting 
their traditional hunting way of life. The Innu 
are continually being charged for hunting on 
their own lands and are harassed by having 
their equipment and kill stolen. 


The Piegans 
Milton Born With A Tooth received an 18 


month sentence in mid-March for firing two- 


shots from a rifle into the air to warn off the 
Mounties (federal police) who were closing in 
on an encampment of the Lonefighters, a 
warrior society of the Piegans. The Lone- 
fighters were trying to prevent the comple- 
tion ofa dam on the Old Man Riverin Alberta 


. which would drown much of their land, in- 


cluding many of their burial sites. Thoughthe 
Piegan’s defense was entirely peaceful, Born 
With A Tooth was denied bail fourtimes. The 
court also refused to transfer the trial to Cal- 
gary from Fort McLeod, a town known for its 
racism and dependent upon the dam for 


construction jobs. All native people were re- 


jected from the jury panel. And observers 


reported that Judge Laurie MacLean com- 


pared native spirituality to satanism and sug- 
gested that the native commitment to their 
spirituality was comparable to Saddam 


Hussein's commitment to Islam. Born WithA 
| Tooth is now.out on.appeal. =- 


The Mohawks 


The trials arising out of the Mohawks 
defending their communities from last sum- 
mer’s attack by the police and army are pro- 
ceeding very slowly. On 2/Feb/91, 41 of the 
accused were told that the Crown (the prose- 
cution) would take the unusual step of pro- 
ceeding by preferred indictment, a procedure 
which skips the preliminary trial. This proce- 
dure prevents the defense from being able to 
preview the prosecution’s case before the 
actual trial begins. The defendants refused to 
enter a plea since they do not accept the 
jurisdiction of the Quebec court to try them. 


Three other defendants, Ron Cross, 
Gordon Lazore and Roger Lazore appeared 
in court on 8/ Apr. The state definitely wants 
to get these three, particularly for the death of 
a Quebec cop when the police launched their 
armed raid on Kanesatake last July. Two of 
thethree were held without bail until 2/Apr/ 
91. Ina major move against the rights of the 
defendants, the Judge ruled that the trial 
would be conducted in French, for the sake of 
the prosecution. But none of the defendants 
understand French. The right of a defendant 
to have a trial in either French or English has 
been a major legal battle in Canada. If this 


decision were to stand, it would be a major 
set-back, not only for the Mohawks in this 
trial, but also for French-speaking people 
outside of Quebec and New Brunswick. In 
another of the Mohawk tnials, adifferent judge 
decided in favour of the defendants on this 
matter. 


Before the trials begin, the prosecutors 
and defense must argue a number of issues: 
which language the trial would be conducted 
in; the preferred indictment, contested on 
procedural grounds; the legality of oaths 
sworn in accordance with Native, rather than 
Judeo-Christian, traditions; the jurisdiction 
of the Court over sovereign Mohawk terri- 
tory; the difficulty of finding an impartial 
jury; the legality of the use of the army with- 
out Parliament’s approval. 


These trials are serving the purpose of 
consuming much time and money. But, if 
they’re intended as intimidation, they are not 
working. Across the country, the lines are 
being drawn by the First Nations. The corpo- 
rate thieves, with the backing of police and 
courts, are not hesitating to cross them. As has 
been made increasingly clear, the First Na- 
tions will not back down. © 
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attack in Beirut, which should speak volumes 
about the advantages of unconventional tac- 


‘tics against a superior force. For the Gulf War 


effort all u.s. soldiers are to receive the Na- 
tional Defense Medal, as we did in Nam. 
Cheap thrill. Looking over the casualty fig- 
ures, I don’t see a single KiA among the 82nd 
Airborne, an entire division. Yet the world’s 


civilian populations hangon the brink, know- 


ing full well the nuclear threat and chemical / 
biological bombs were being held by the 
masters of war. In the Middle East, a single 
spark can start a roaring fire. Bush wailed 
about a scorched earth policy, watching those 
petro-dollars going up in smoke, but not an 
iota of support for Palestine which the zion- 
ists are trying to burn beyond recognition. 
Recall what Begin said during the invasion of 
Lebanon — he will kill ten Lebanon civilians 
and five Palestinians if this leads to the elimi- 
nation of a single fedayeen. Sabra, Shatila, Al 
Akoa, the Intifada, there -will be no peace 
without justice. 


This was a war in which u.s. soldiers 
were safer and more comfortable than Iraqi 
civilians who bore the madness of daily 


_ bombing raids and had to struggle for food, 


water and medicine. There were casualties in 
Kuwait, though unclear as to how many. 


_ Gls had a better rate of survival than had 
they been home working production lines 
and construction jobs (today, Bush has stated 
as much in his regurgitated “war on crime” 
legislation, though he chose to emphasize 
how unsafe the streets are for returning sol- 
diers. I’ve seen an earlier House version of 
this legislation. Be prepared for a fascist im- 
plant with Thornberg riding a waveofrepres- 
sion. The commentators and pundits are 
saying thesort df shock therapy utilized inthe 
Gulf is what’s needed on the home front.) 


_ Consider the following; according to figures 


of the Occupational Safety and Health Ad- 


ministration (a government agency given to 
downgrading negative figures) 200,000 work- 
ers have been killed on the job since 1970, 
about 20,000 a year. That’s 60 dead women, 
children and mena day. One and half million 
permanently disabled. Since 1970, more than 
2 million workers dead from the conditions 
where they labored. It’s estimated that ap- 
proximately 250,000 will die in the next 10 
years from asbestos-related illnesses, con- 
tracted on the job. The response of the asbes- 
tos industry has been to crawl behind the 
federal judiciary to avoid paying damages. 


According to the World Summit for 
Children (United Nations) 40,000 children 
under age 5 die in developing countries every 
day; this horror repeats itself. It is the colonial 
and imperial legacy, as is Kuwait. 


And with all the concern about chemical 
warfare I see the unforgivable crime of the 
Butcher of Bhopal (India) — the Union Car- 
bide Corporation — saturating Indian people 
with their poison, causing over 2,000 deaths 
and untold suffering. The UFF claimed re- 
sponsibility for rearranging Union Carbide 
laboratories during an after-hours visit to 
their facilities. 


An anti-imperialist view? I think so, al- 
though it’s not always a simple matter to 
follow all the economic sleight of hand. One 
outstanding fact, gluttonous Amerika with 
6% of the world’s population consumes more 
than 60% of the world’s oil. Although Ger- 
many and Japan consume most of the Ku- 
waiti oil, imperial control lies in the force that 
Amerikan power brings to bearonthe peoples 
and natural resources of other nations. You 
can follow the bloody trail for the bombing of 
Baghdad to Palestine, Southeast Asia, Africa 
and before you know it you’re at Wounded 
Knee, Sand Creek, and Labor’s Untold Story 
— Bloody Ludlow. The entire capitalist / 


imperialist enterprise is built on theft and 


violence. 


They can televise and orchestrate their 
high tech weaponry, but I still feel the adage 


that the revolution will not be televised. Not 
as long as there exists a flicker of hope and a 
will to fight among the oppressed and the 
salient factor that a five dollar weapon can 
take out the most highly trained pilots and a 
homespun IEC (incendiary explosive device) 
can render their killing machines useless. 


Iraq’s military losses were immense. 
Specific numbers have not been released but 
the human toll — killed in action — could be 
as highas 50,000 (obliterated by falling bombs 
and artillery which resembled some sort of 
blood thirsty sport). Many more wounded. A 
lot of conscripts died. Someone besides the 
triggerman bears responsibility for these sol- 
diers. To place them in a static defense, then 
watch the supply lines cut and the relentless 
bombings was sheer arroganceand stupidity. 
Makes me think of Armstrong Custer, with as 
much disgust. By the time the Iraqis were in 
full retreat, Schwarzkoph could allow 2 or 3 
of their infantry divisions to pass deeper into 
Iraq. He then made the observations these 
divisions were insignificant and they posed 
no threat of offensive capability. Two or three 
infantry divisions being considered insignifi- 
cant! It’s a telling commentary on conven- 
tional military challenges to the techno-beast. 
Whichis why I go with the Warofthe Fleaand 
take what can be had from the foco and other 
strategies and tactics of People’s war. For- 
midable weapons when activated through 
the heart, initiative and imagination of the 
guerilla. 


As the smoke clears from the battlefield, 
the old wounds will remain. The u.s. will 
undoubtedly maintain a military presence 
beyond what it was before the war. The 
wretched of the earth are still dispossessed in 
the Middle East and elsewhere. The imperial- 
ists still dictate the terms of survival through 
the International Monetary Fund and World 
Bank. When that policy falters, they send in 
the CIA and military advisors — low inten- 
sity. If that stick doesn’t work, then in come 
the army, air force, navy, and marines— high 
intensity. / 


On the domestic battlefield there’s no 
new order that doesn’t utilize more repres- 
sion, racism and poverty. Bush is proposing 
to increase the prison budget by 63%. More 
prisons. Just as u.s. soldiers are not figured 
into the unemployment figures, neither are 
the nation’s prisoners. Hell of a way to deal 
with joblessness and the housing shortage. At 
the present rate of growth more than half of 
all americans would be in prison by the year 
2053. Recalculating George Orwell. Advanced 
capitalism being what it is, the other half of 
the citizenry are likely to be working in cor- 
rections or other aspects of “security” appa- 
ratus. 


I wa€n these tendencies because I’m in 
prison and on line to be sent to the govern- 


ment’s new master-plan-control-unit-joint in 
Colorado. The contract to build phase one has 


been awarded to an “employee owned” firm. 
Worker against worker, again. When will we 
ever learn. This latest development in 20th 
century penology will bea prison where “win- 
dows will be nonexistent — and prisoners 
will “never leave their cells”. Presumably so 
we can acclimate ourselves to a living death. 


It’s a heartache and a half. | make love 
with freedom every night, hold to the prin- 
ciples, sing blusey songs in my head, and 
reach for the warmth of my children. I’ve not 
lost the vision of why I took up the fight 23 
years ago. Life is hard and the pain can be 
excruciating, but we must continue to raise 
our voices against this madness that destroys 
the innocence of children. Bureaucratic so- 
cialism was a bust, but socialist ideas can be 
brought to life. We can build an alternative to 


_ imperial plunder and devastation on the 


streets of amerika. I believe with all my heart 
that the human spirit will prevail and that our 
struggle is a necessary and worthy sacrifice. 


Keep Hauling Up the Morning. 


Ray Levasseur #10376-016 
POB 1000 
Marion, Il 62959. oo 


